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LDAguest editorial

Dr. Charles B. “Charlie” Foy, Jr.  
President, Louisiana Dental Association 

WHO DAT?? That is certainly a phrase that has 
been heard quite a lot lately, not only in South 
Louisiana, but throughout the state and actually 
throughout the country.  The Saints have certainly 
given us a lot to be proud of; however, the question 
Who Dat in this article refers to something different.  
Who Dat provides multiple continuing education 
opportunities in the form of the Alpine Lecture 
Series, the Summer Education Conference, the 
Annual Session and New Orleans Dental conference, 
the Last Chance Seminar and, in the near future, the 
CCCE (Caribbean Cruise Continuing Education)?  
Who Dat provides group health insurance, liability 
insurance, malpractice insurance and disability 
insurance? Who Dat works tireless hours protecting 
our interests?  Who Dat lobbies the legislature on 
our behalf?  Who Dat stays current on issues relevant 
to our individual practices and dentistry as a whole?  
Who Dat works for you in all of these ways?   WE 
DAT…the LDA!

WHAT DAT?  What are some of the issues the 
LDA has been addressing this year?

Access-to-care seems to be the new buzz phrase 
that is being bandied about these days.  In fact you 
may have seen that the recently released report from 
the Pew Center on the States, The Cost of Delay: 
State Dental Policies Fail One in Five Children, gave 
Louisiana an “F” in addressing children’s dental 
needs. The report sheds light on several critical 
dental care issues and anyone who reads this report 
will find it troubling, as did we, even though it does 
acknowledge some progress made in recent years and 
confirms the value of our present initiatives. We were 
graded on eight benchmarks and unfortunately only 
two of the eight were complete. 

A lot of things are being done or at least 
contemplated in the name of access, some of them 
good, some not so good.  First, the good, which 
is the level of our Medicaid fees in Louisiana.  
According to The Pew Report, the reimbursement to 

dental Medicaid providers is over 70% of the median 
retail fees. It is currently about 65% of the 2008 
NDAS Fee Survey and we will continue to strive to 
reach our goal of the 70th percentile. This is due 
entirely to lobbying efforts of the LDA.  For nearly 10 
years we have been steadily getting increases in the 
fees.  It is a slow process, but we have built a strong 
alliance with the Louisiana Department of Health and 
Hospitals (DHH) along the way.  The relationship 
that we have with DHH is invaluable and they know 
that the LDA has the best interest of the public in 
mind whenever we make a recommendation. 

The LDA, through the efforts of their Access-to-
Care Task Force is in the process of implementing 
a pilot program in Jefferson Parish schools, where 
the children are screened and those identified as 
having dental disease are referred to a dental office 
for treatment.  The LDA believes that the dental office 
is still the optimum place for treatment.  Similar 
programs will soon get underway in Lafayette and in 
Baton Rouge.

The Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 
(DHH) will be working closely with the LDA in 
the very near future on a new program to increase 
access to underserved children.  Like I mentioned 
previously, DHH and the LDA have a great 
relationship and this spirit of cooperation will go a 
long way in solving some of the problems.

We also continue to work toward community 
water fluoridation. The percentage of the population 
with fluoridated water is still below the national 
average.  The LDA was successful in 2008 in passing 
legislation to help communities with over 5,000 
connections fluoridate their water systems.  This past 
year our main thrust was to be the implementation 
of this fluoridation initiative.  However, due to the 
school-based dentistry issue, our attention was side-
tracked from fluoridation (an update on school-based 
dentistry coming so stay tuned).  The LDA will be 
working with several communities in the coming 
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year to make fluoridation available to more Louisiana 
families.  Fluoridation has been shown to be one of 
the most cost effective ways to prevent caries in the 
general population.  We owe it to the citizens of the 
Who Dat Nation to provide the means to cut their 
risk of caries significantly. 

I mentioned that some of the proposed solutions 
to the access problem are not so good.  Another 
term which seems to be gaining popularity is the 
“mid-level provider.”  This proposed provider 
would be a person who may or may not have a 
college education, they would have a short course 
(most are about 18 months) on drilling, filling and 
extracting teeth.  What is that you say?  You mean 
that I could have saved approximately six and a 
half years of school and still practice dentistry?  You 
betcha!  Preposterous?  The LDA thinks so.  You may 
remember that this started in Alaska with the Dental 
Health Aide Therapists (DHATs) to treat the Eskimos 
because allegedly you could not get dentists to go in 
and treat them.  A number of people warned that this 
would spread to the lower 48 states.  Sure enough, 
they were right.  

Minnesota now has provisions for a mid-level 
provider in their state.  Maine is right behind them.  
A number of other states are also looking at this as 
a way to solve the access-to-care problem.  I was 
told that Louisiana has a shortage of dentists at a 
recent LDA Board meeting.  I politely disagreed and 
explained that what we have is a maldistribution 
of dentists.  Dental practices have a high overhead 
and economics dictates where a dentist will practice 
their profession.  Mid-level providers would be faced 
with the same economic pressure and they would be 
practicing in the same areas that fully trained dentists 
practice.  I stated during my speech at last year’s 
House of Delegates that dentistry should be done 
by dentists.  Just because someone is economically 
disadvantaged or lives on a reservation does not 
mean that they should receive second-class dental 
treatment from someone with marginal training.  The 
LDA has helped sponsor legislation in the past to 
help and continues to seek ways to help dentists with 
economic incentives to practice in rural areas.  The 
LDA, along with some other like-minded states, is 
currently working to keep mid-level providers out of 
our state.

I told you earlier to stay tuned for an update on 
school-based dentistry.  Although the LDA feels that 
the optimum place to receive dental treatment is 
in a dental office, we do realize that there may be 
some people for whom this is not possible.  This is 

where school-based dentistry comes in.  However, 
for this type of dentistry to be safe and truly help 
with access-to-care, we feel that two things need 
to happen.  First, the schools where the treatment 
is being done should be in rural areas where there 
truly is a shortage and not in large metropolitan 
areas where there are many dentists already available 
to treat these children.  Secondly, for safety’s 
sake, there needs to be parental involvement.  A 
parent or guardian should be available, even if 
just by phone, to ascertain the accuracy of the 
health history and to make sure that the parent 
understands the treatment their child is about to 
receive.  However, the Louisiana State Board of 
Dentistry, with the exception of a few members, feels 
that access should not be impeded in any way and 
no parental involvement is needed.  The argument 
is that the phone call is too onerous a requirement 
for the mobile dentist and besides nothing bad has 
happened yet, so things must be OK.  

The Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) 
who truly practice in rural areas and do some school-
based dentistry have phone conversations with the 
parent or guardian.  They will tell you that it is hard 
to get in touch with some of these parents, but they 
do it.  I guess we just need things to be easy and, 
besides, it is in the name of access, right?

By now you may be wondering not WHO DAT, 
but HOW DAT?  The answer is YOU DAT!!  You 
the members are the LDA!  You make us strong 
and we appreciate that.  Together we can keep our 
profession safe from those who would like to turn 
it into a trade, similar to the barbershop days.  We 
need your help.  We need your participation.  Take 
advantage of the great opportunities that we offer, 
especially the Annual Session and New Orleans 
Dental Conference in April.  Come to Dentists’ Day 
at the Legislature and make your voice heard.  When 
you pay your dues, don’t forget LADPAC.  

Since this is my last letter to you, I want to thank 
you all for allowing me the privilege to serve as your 
president.  It has allowed me the opportunity to see 
old friends and to make new ones.  I have enjoyed 
working with many of you and dentistry in this state 
is better because of you.  Finally, I do not want to 
miss the opportunity to thank the wonderful staff at 
the LDA who made my job easy, who kept me on 
track and had the difficult job of making me look 
good.  Of course, my wonderful wife, Anne, deserves 
my thanks and my love for putting up with me and 
the countless meetings this year.  Au revoir mes 
amis! 
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LDAlouisiana dental hygienists’ assoc.

Diane O’Connor, R.D.H., B.S.D.H. 
President, LDHA

This past week a six-year-old patient and his Dad 
were in my operatory for their six-month recall 

hygiene visit. My six-year-old patient had occlusal 
decay present per his dental exam. I launched into 
my foods that cause cavities litany: soft drinks, diet 
soft drinks, mints, gum, hard candies, jellied candies, 
coffee and tea with sugar, apple juice, sport drinks, 
lemonade…followed by “Are any of these foods that 
you consume?” Dad’s immediate response for his son 
was “All of them.” 

Parents purchase the foods their children consume.  
Parents must be educated about the effects of their 
child’s diet on his/her dental health. We need to 

recommend dietary options to our patients, such 
as sugar free gum and mints, especially those with 
xylitol or recaldent. Fresh fruit, carrot sticks with dip 
and popcorn are among the “good tooth foods.”

When your patient is in the dental chair, this is 
the ideal time to teach children and their parents 
since you literally have a captive audience. Show the 
parent and the child where dental plaque is present 
in the mouth. Show them the plaque on the scaler. 
Teach them how to floss and brush to most effectively 
remove dental plaque. Optimal children’s dental 
health is achieved when dental professionals educate 
the parent AND the child.
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Fed up with your bank’s  
high rates and fees for  

business loans?

If your bank is charging too much for business 

loans, all is not lost. Campus Federal Credit 

Union is a not-for-profit cooperative, so we 

don’t charge high rates and fees to generate 

profits for shareholders. If you need a short-term 

cash flow boost or long-term financing for major 

purchases, call 225-769-8841 today or email us 

at business@campusfederal.org.

Business Services    Checking    Loans

Credit Cards    Online

Membership eligibility requirements apply. Eligible for membership if you live, work, or worship in Baton Rouge, Shreveport or New Orleans.

225.769.8841                campusfederal.org



LDAlsu school of dentistry

Dr. Henry A. Gremillion, Dean 
LSU School of Dentistry

About 75 percent of all dentists maintain solo 
practices. As dentists, we tend to be independent, 

disciplined, detailed and self-reliant. All too often, 
we get into routines that include our families, friends 
and office personnel. Routines are important in that 
they provide much needed structure in our lives. But 
sometimes, the best thing we can do is to get out of 
our routines, to make the deliberate effort of reaching 
out to our larger communities and to expand our 
comfort zones. It’s a great way to recommit to the 
ideals of dentistry. I’d like to tell you about a few of 
the people who are making this deliberate effort. 

Let’s begin by applauding the 157 dentists, students 
and hygienists who provided free health care for 983 
school children in Louisiana during this year’s Give 
Kids A Smile Day on February 5. Nationally, it is 
estimated that about 13,000 dentists participated in this 
wonderful event, which grows larger every year. 

Next year’s Give Kids A Smile Day will be on 
February 4, 2011. I urge you to open your hearts 
and participate in an activity that is of tremendous 
importance to the children in your community who 
do not have access to dental care. The office of the 
Louisiana Dental Association does a masterful job 
of coordinating the statewide network of dentists. 
To sign on for next year, contact Annette Droddy at 
annette@ladental.org.

Reaching out to underserved populations is 
a year-round challenge with a lifelong benefit. 
Research has shown that students who participate 
in community outreach are more likely to adhere to 
the highest ethical standards in dentistry and hold 
closely dentistry’s service mission. 

Five years ago, Nick Rauber graduated from LSUSD. 
Today he has a thriving practice in Baton Rouge. While 
he was a student, he took the lead in starting outreach 
for adults with developmental disabilities living at the 
Magnolia School in New Orleans. Nick’s sister lives at 
Magnolia. Today, that caring continues under Karen 
Oertling, a member of the faculty in our dental hygiene 

program. Her son also is a resident at Magnolia. Under 
her professional and loving supervision, second-year 
hygiene students regularly monitor the unique needs of 
the Magnolia residents.

I also want to introduce you to one of our current 
dental students, Raj Diwan. Last September, he sent 
out an e-mail to our 325 dental and hygiene students 
asking if they would like to volunteer in community 
health events. Within hours, he received replies from 
107 saying YES! Since that time, Raj started a student 
organization called “Making Impressions.” They work 
hard and collaborate with everyone. He and the other 
students have served at the Special Olympics, church 
fairs, clinics for the homeless, residential programs for 
the AIDS population and health fairs in suburban areas. 
Raj estimates that the students have helped at least 
1,000 people. 

That’s a big number but the important number 
to remember is one. Each one of us in the dental 
community can have a big impact on the life of one 
child or one adult by going beyond our boundaries. 
Outreach can reconnect us to the best part of our 
human nature and remind us why we became dentists. 

If you would like to be part of our outreach 
efforts, contact Dr. Bob Barsley at (504) 619-8693. 
He is director of oral health resources, hospital and 
community dentistry.

Dental hygiene student Aimee Breerwood shows Joan Rasch a Magnolia 
School resident the right way to brush her teeth.
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LDS is pleased to announce we will be in the Exhibit 
Hall at the NODC and LDA Annual Session. Our booth 

numbers will be the same as last year – 509, 606 and 608. 
The layout is actually a four booth square site with Robert 
Ellis & Associates, Inc., an LDA/LDS endorsed company, 
occupying the fourth booth (#507) in the square. The 
three LDS Booths will be shared by representatives of six 
endorsed companies: Paychex, Office Depot, Transworld, 
LDS Glove Program, Amalgaway and New Line Medical’s 
Hand Piece Doctor.

In addition, several other LDA/LDS endorsed 
companies will be present in the Exhibit Hall in their own 
booths. These companies are: booth 508 - Elavon; booth 
703 – CGI; booth 507 – Robert Ellis & Associates; booth 
502 – ADS Transitions/Lovelace and Associates; booth 614 
– Bank of America Practice Solutions; booth 425 – Bruner 
and Company Website Design; and booth 705 – SolmeteX.

We encourage you to visit as many of these endorsed 
companies as you can during your time in the Exhibit 
Hall. Make sure to identify yourself as an LDA member 
and inquire what their company’s being a part of the 
endorsed program has to offer you because you are an 
LDA member (discounts, service, etc.). If you cannot go 
personally to visit these folks, then we ask you to send 
(if present at the meeting) a member of your staff that is 
involved with purchasing supplies and/or services for your 
office to represent your interest. We hope to see you in 
New Orleans April 8-10.

We are pleased to feature in this edition of the Journal 
one of the Endorsed Program companies that has been 
with us for many years. This company originally signed 
on as NOVA Information Systems, but is now known as 
Elavon, a wholly owned subsidiary of U.S. Bancorp and 
leading global Electronic Payment Processing Company. 
Through the LDA/LDS endorsed relationship with Elavon, 
we have been very fortunate to work with Barbara Martin, 
now an executive in the Association Marketing Division 
of Elavon. Barbara has worked tirelessly over the years 
to make Elavon card processing and the related services 
program for LDA members the most member friendly that 
it can be. 

One of our mutual goals has been to some day have an 
in-state dedicated account executive for sales for the LDA 
membership. We are pleased to announce that the day has 
now come.  Lorie Verbois will work with LDA members 
to customize a payment processing program specifically 
designed to fit the needs of their business. To get started 
now, please contact Lorie Verbois, your local account 
executive at 225-753-3765 or 225-229-6461 or e-mail her 
at lorie.verbois@elavon.com to begin building your new 
payment processing program. 

Pick one company and give the program a try. Both 
you and the LDA membership programs will benefit by 
your participation.      

LDA
Dr. C. Richmond Corley, Jr. 
Senior Vice-President/CEO, Louisiana Dental Services, Inc.

louisiana dental services, inc.

Summer Conference Speakers:
Wednesday and Thursday:  

Dr. James Braun - The Restorative Edge

Friday: 
Dr. Robert Powell - A Clinical Update in Endodontics

Saturday: 
Dr. Dan Ward - Innovative Dental Therapies for 

the Aging Population

LDA Summer Education Conference

July 28 - 31, 2010

Tops’l Beach and Racquet Resort 

Destin, FL

Call (800) 380-4808 to make your reservations. 
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Elavon - Credit Card Processing – Don’t Be Fooled By Low Qualified Rates

Do you know the real rate you are paying for your credit card processing? Many processors will give you 
an extremely attractive qualified rate when they know that most of your transactions will not qualify at 
that rate. What is your real rate? You can determine what you are really paying by some simple analysis 
of your processing statement. Take the total amount of fees you are paying and divide that by the total 
dollar volume of the transactions you processed. The resulting number is what is called your effective 
rate – the average rate you pay per transaction. 

Elavon has partnered with the LDA to bring you a processing program designed to fit the needs of your 
practice. We will analyze your practice and provide a customized program that clearly discloses all rates 
and fees. If your effective rate is higher than 2.00%, you could benefit from our processing program. 

Get a Free Cost Analysis and Win!

Bring a current statement and visit us at Booth 508 at the New Orleans Dental Conference April 
8th – 10th, 2010. We’ll give you a free cost analysis and you’ll be entered to win one of two $50 
Visa gift cards. 

Special Pricing on Virtual Merchant

$99 Value Pricing – Turn your PC into a cost-effective payment terminal with Elavon’s Virtual Merchant. 
Virtual Merchant is a complete hosted payment solution that instantly transforms your PC into a “virtual” 
payment terminal. Accept a full range of payment types – from credit and debit cards to electronic 
checks and gift cards. For a limited time Elavon is offering our Virtual Merchant software for only $99. 
Included in this special value is a card reader to swipe cards for face-to-face transactions.

To get started now, please contact Lorie Verbois, your local account executive at 225-753-3765 or  
225-229-6461 or e-mail her at lorie.verbois@elavon.com to begin building your new payment 
processing program.

Endorsed Products and Services
SPOTLIGHT

LDA Membership Fishing Rodeo

July 16 - 17, 2010
Sand Dollar Marina, Grand Isle, LA

Thanks to our sponsors (as of 3/15/10):
Robert Ellis and Associates (LDA Events Partner) 

Louisiana Dental Services, Inc. (LDS) 
Irwin Dental Lab

Visit the LDA Web site at www.ladental.org for more information.

Enjoy a fabulous summer vacation for the entire family on the 
Florida Gulf Coast and earn up to 16 hours of C.E. credits!

Thanks to our sponsors (as of 3/15/10):

Robert Ellis and Associates (LDA Events Partner) 
Louisiana Dental Services, Inc. (LDS) 

Brasseler 
Coltène/Whaledent Inc.  

Dentsply Caulk
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Many LDA members volunteered their time this 
February in support of the American Dental 

Association’s National Children’s Dental Health 
Month. From giving educational presentations at 
schools to participating in the 
February 5, Give Kids A Smile 
Day events, dentists around 
the state gave close to 6,000 
children something to smile 
about. (Numbers reported to 
the LDA by our members.) 

For instance, East Baton 
Rouge Parish dentists worked 
with Health Care Centers in 
Schools to bus children to 
participating dental offices to 
receive screenings, cleanings, 
fluoride and, in some cases, 
sealants. At some locations, 
like the LSU Dental School, 
the children were also given 
presentations to teach them 
how to brush correctly and 
explain why taking care of 
their mouth is important. 
Children also participated in 
hygiene “games” while waiting 
to be screened, in the hope 
of teaching the children what 
foods are good for healthy 
teeth. Several components 
do similar events, including 
Northwest, Northeast 
and NODA. The Northwest 
component hosts their event 
with the students at the Southern University at 
Shreveport Metro Center (dental hygiene clinic).

For many of the children, GKAS was their first 
trip to a dental office. This provided our members 

the opportunity to make the experience a positive 
and reassuring one to encourage continued care. 
So, to all of the dentists that participated this year, 
I would like to say THANK YOU. Getting children 

to the dentist is a big first step, 
but showing them that it is a 
safe and fun environment is 
hopefully one step that could 
keep them coming back.

While we were able to see 
a large number of children 
this February, it is important 
to note that there are many 
more children who could use 
our help. Now is a great time 
to start thinking about how 
YOU can be involved next 
year. A few hours on a Friday 
afternoon can make a big 
difference. You don’t have to be 

a pediatric dentist to participate 
and getting involved is easy! 
You can even get free supplies 
from the ADA, but you have 
to register EARLY, usually in 
November, so start planning 
now. Check the ADA Web site, 
www.ada.org, for tips on how 
to get started. You can also 
always call the LDA office and 
they will be happy to help you 
get in touch with events and 
participating dentists in your 

area. 
The photos on the following 

pages were taken at GKAS events around the state. 
If you have any photos from an event you hosted or 
attended or any information to report to the LDA, 
e-mail info@ladental.org or call (800) 388-6642.

 Amy Speights poses with students

Dental students Haley Bui and Emmanuel Enime with a 
student at LSUSD New Orleans
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LDAcouncil on communications

Dr. Brian D. Basinger 
Chair, Council on Communications



Among the 50 dental students participating in the Give Kids A Smile 
event in Baton Rouge were, from left, Son Nguyen, David Guidry, 
Anthony Chia, Michael VonGruben, Jamie Beck and Matt Ganey.

Dental student Jeffrey Gregson gives a lesson in 
brushing to a student from Wildwood Elementary 
School.

From left, Raymond Nope, Chelsea Agar, Shilpa Nileshwar, Erin Maturin, Kevin Williams, Leslie 
Baldwin, Dr. Claudia Cavallino, Jonathon Rusnak, Rachel Anders, Kristen Knecht, Emanuel Enime, 
Margaret Patterson, Karen Haynie and Dr. Janice Townsend.

Students await treatment at the Southern 
University Shreveport Metro Center.

A first year hygiene student at Southern University gives an oral hygiene 
presentation.

Dr. Chris Cosse

Dr. Ryan Walker

A student receives a fluoride treatment. 

Tara Wicker, Dr. Billy Hall, Jill Dyason and Sue CatchingsDr. Aimee Russo-Mounger
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Bernice’s 3rd-5th grades. On the left are Drs. Paige Volentine, Kirt Touchstone 
and Steve Turpin. Behind on the right are Mary Lynn Willett, R.D.H., Krystal 
Vowles, and Amy Griffith (Dr. Touchstone’s staff).

Dr. Shelley Joachim talks with a student from 
University Terrace School.

Christi Zito, R.D.H., and Shannon Boudreaux, 
R.D.H., providing hygiene education.

Rep. Steve Carter entertains the waiting room.
Students show off their new toothbrushes.

WBRZ films students at Dr. Johnnie Hunt’s office. Drs. Kraemer Irby and Nick Rauber

Dental students Ben Foster and Ray 
Jarvis at the LSUSD

Dental students Laura Feucht and Jenna 
Warlick at the LSUSD

Dental student Julia Cheuk with a student at the LSUSD

Dental students Paul Beyt and Phillip 
Griffin at the LSUSD

Dental student Brent Wilson at the 
LSUSD

Dr. Brad Fruge with assistant Renee Heath
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Dr. Andrew Simpson with Heather Accardo, R.D.H.

Dr. Jennifer Newton-Boles

Dr. Joey Roberson

Dr. Steve Turpin with Dr. Kirt Touchstone’s 
assistant, Amy Griffith

Dr. Kirt Touchstone with a GKAS patient 

 Dr. Paige Volentine with dental hygienist, Mary Lynn 
Willett, R.D.H.

Dr. Nelson Daly with a student

Ashley Lewis and Lauren Ellender with Dr. Ann Uzee

Dr. Johnnie Hunt
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Give Kids A Smile Day Events

Other Dental Health Month Outreach Events

Component Dentist/Dental Office
Patients  
Helped

Services Provided

Component Dentist/Dental Office Services Provided
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Robert Ellis & Associates is Proudly Endorsed by the LDA           www.dds4dds.com

     When you choose Fortress for your professional liability coverage, you can be confident 

that your practice is protected. We are owned and operated by dentists and only insure 

dentists. Aggressive claims defense, valuable risk management and outstanding customer 

service are why dentists all over the country have selected Fortress. Our local agents are 

responsive and knowledgeable too. To get Fortress protection call Stormy Blair or Matt 

Hightower at Robert Ellis & Associates, 888-503-5547. Tell them Dr. Corbett sent you. Protecting & Defending

Dr. Gwen Corbett, a Fortress Dentist.

I live in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. It is a great city full of cajun 

culture and a love of LSU.

I grew up in the local dental community. My father was a 

general dentist here for 35 years and my mother ran the 

office. After dental school, I joined the practice for 4 years 

before specializing. My father was a very empathetic dentist 

and an excellent mentor. 

I practice endodontics with Drs. Simon and Bond at Root 

Canal Specialists of Baton Rouge. It’s a top notch practice.  

Our patients are our priority.

I specialized in endodontics because I really liked the focus. 

Our patients are often in pain and afraid. It is very rewarding 

to relieve them of both.

I earned my pilot’s license in 2006, and am now working on 

getting my instrument license. It is so exciting to just get in 

a plane and go flying, such a feeling of freedom.

I enjoy triathlons and racing. Balancing it all with a baby

is a challenge. I really appreciate that

dentistry gives me flexibility.

I love my family and friends. I have

a tremendous friend network.

They make my world go ‘round. 

I admire my mother so much.

She’s a cancer survivor with 

a lot of energy and fortitude.

I recommend Fortress

professional liability coverage.

I like the personal service and 

the newsletters with the case 

studies. My agent appreciates 

my busy schedule and takes 

care of my needs

right away.

Over 14,000 dentists trust Fortress with their professional liability insurance.
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LDAfrom the executive director

Ward Blackwell, M.J.
LDA Executive Director

In late February, the Pew Center on the States released a 
report titled The Cost of Delay: State Dental Policies Fail One 

in Five Children. The report set benchmarks for eight criteria 
intended to measure how well government policies in each state 
foster access to dental care for children. It then assessed each 
state on those criteria and assigned each state a letter grade 
based on how many benchmarks were attained.  Louisiana was 
given an “F” for only attaining 2 out of 8 benchmarks.

As the largest organization for dental professionals in the 
state representing 80 percent of Louisiana’s active licensed 
dentists, the LDA was obliged to comment on the PEW Report. 
Basically, the LDA’s response attempted to make the most of 
the attention and clarity the report could bring to the LDA’s 
longstanding fight to improve oral health care for our children.  
Accordingly, the LDA response emphasized how the report 
validated the merits of our present initiatives.

For instance, the report applauded the passage in 2008 of 
a law mandating that local water systems with 5,000 service 
connections or more provide customers with optimally-
fluoridated water once funding becomes available. However, 
the report then criticized the State for failing to fund the 
mandate due to budget shortfalls. We tend to agree with PEW 
and contend that the lack of funding for fluoridation stymies 
full implementation of one of the most cost-effective public 
health measures there is. Studies in Louisiana show every $1 
spent on community water fluoridation leads to roughly $38 in 
taxpayer savings.

According to the state Department of Health and Hospitals 
(DHH), only about 40% of Louisiana’s population receives 
optimally fluoridated water. The national average is nearly 70%, 
and the federal “Healthy People 2010” goal is 75%.

Likewise, the PEW Report acknowledged Louisiana’s 
progress in the past decade increasing dental Medicaid 
reimbursement rates in order to increase dentist participation 
in the program. So, the LDA pointed out that recent cuts to 
Medicaid and the even more severe cuts that may loom ahead 
threaten to erase the substantial progress made to date.

While the PEW Report makes clear that, as a state, 
Louisiana has lots of room for improvement of children’s 
oral health care, the report may not be the best measure for 
determining where we stand.

For one thing, Louisiana probably would have received a 
higher grade if better data had been available. For example, 
Louisiana apparently did not score well on one criterion in the 

report, “tracks data on children’s dental health,” because of the 
format and timing of the State’s data submission, not because 
the State does no tracking. Similarly, the figures in the report 
for “share of Medicaid-enrolled children getting dental care” 
were more than two years out of date, and showed Louisiana 
falling several points short of the benchmark national average of 
38.1%. Yet, the latest figures from DHH indicate that utilization 
in Louisiana has climbed to 38.3%.

Finally, there are several criteria used in the report that are 
of dubious value for evaluating actual access to care, as opposed 
to the enactment of policies intended to increase access.

For example, the effect on access to care of “hygienists 
can place sealants without dentist’s prior exam” is at best 
unclear.  There appears to be no hard evidence that there 
are signifi-cantly more hygienists with available time who 
could place many more sealants but for a lack of dentists to 
perform exams. Nor is it clear that it’s impractical to solve 
this problem by finding more dentists to conduct the exams. 
And, if hygienists were to place sealants without a prior exam 
by a dentist, it’s possible some children would receive them 
when an exam would have revealed the condition of their 
teeth contraindicated sealants. Similarly, PEW gives credit 
to states that “authorize new primary care [i.e., mid-level] 
dental providers” despite a lack of compelling data indicating 
such providers are not any more likely than dentists to locate 
in underserved areas. In fact, the experience in states with 
independent or collaborative hygiene practice suggests exactly 
the opposite is likely.

Finally, the report neglects to acknowledge such initiatives 
by the state, LDA and other health care organizations as 
the Louisiana’s Rural Scholars Program and tax incentives 
to encourage more dentists to practice in rural areas, or the 
LDA’s Dental Home pilot program that is designed to establish 
ongoing relationships with dentists and Medicaid-eligible 
children at an early age.

So, the PEW Report is both an opportunity to bolster 
support for LDA efforts to increase access and a warning 
to watch carefully for those whose agendas include access 
proposals that seem beneficial, but could actually serve to 
funnel money away from more effective initiatives. By keeping 
informed and involved, you can help the LDA succeed on both 
counts.

Note: a link to the PEW Report and a copy of the LDA press 
release can be found at www.ladental.org.
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LDAlouisiana dental assistants assoc.

Elizabeth Schmidt, C.D.A., C.D.P.M.A., E.D.D.A. 
President, Louisiana Dental Assistants Association

Attending the New Orleans Dental Conference and LDA 
Annual Session with the members of your staff can be a 

morale boosting experience. Invest in your staff and let them 
know you appreciate them by taking them to this exciting dental 
event. This is a great time to enhance team relationships.

Attending education courses with your staff will put you 
on the cutting edge of dentistry. Share the visions and goals 
you have for your practice with your staff. Attending education 
courses involves your staff in the enrichment of your practice, 
and can reignite your dental team. Education courses increase 
abilities and make us more confident in what we offer our 
patients and what we bring to the practice. 

At this event, you and your staff can walk through the 
Exhibit Hall, interacting with the representatives of dental 

companies. Sales representatives are there to answer your 
questions regarding products, as well as to introduce new 
products and provide demonstrations. There may be a product 
that can increase your technical proficiency while enhancing 
your production.

Don’t forget to stop by the Louisiana Dental Assistants 
Association table at the conference. We will be delighted to 
speak with you and your staff, and provide information about 
education and membership.  The LDAA is a state component 
of the American Dental Assistants Association. Our focus is 
professional development and education for the technical and 
administrative staff. Along with membership in a professional 
organization, we provide educational programs, an informational 
journal, medical benefits and malpractice insurance.



As all of our members might not know you, 
can you tell us a little about your background, 
education, family and hobbies?

I was born in Beaumont, Texas, and moved to Lake 
Charles when I was six years old. I graduated from 
Alfred M. Barbe High School, and attended McNeese 
State University where I received a Bachelor of Science 
degree, majoring in Zoology. I attended LSU School of 
Dentistry and graduated in 1984. While at McNeese, I 
managed the baseball team for four years and was also 
a Boy Scout Scoutmaster those four years. I am 
pleased to follow fellow classmates Drs. Gary 
Blanchette, Steve Ortego and Charlie Foy 
as president of the LDA.

I am happily married to Gay Ann Hebert whom 
I met in my junior year of dental school, as she was 
an incoming dental hygiene student. We have three 
wonderful daughters: Kristen (24), LSU Baton Rouge 
graduate, physician assistant program, past LSU Tiger 
Girl and currently employed by the New Orleans 
Hornets as a Honeybee Dancer; Bethany (19), LSU 
freshman and LSU Tiger Girl; and Jenna (14), Saint 
Louis Catholic High School freshman.

When I’m not in the operatory, I enjoy 
landscaping, water gardening, golf and participating 
in sports activities. I am also a Eucharistic minister in 
my church and volunteer my time with the Calcasieu 
Community Clinic and other charitable organizations.

What inspired you to take an active roll in LDA 
leadership?

After serving my term as Southwest District Dental 
Association president, I replaced Dr. Richard Chafin as a 
member on the Legislative Committee (now referred to 

as Council on Government Affairs). I proceeded to 
serve two terms on the LDA Board of Directors. 

What inspired me to consider furthering 
my LDA leadership was an incident that 
occurred in October 2002, seven and a half 
years ago. I was traveling to Tyler, Texas, 
with Drs. Gary Roberts, Les Tarver and 
Curtis Zeringue (coincidentally, all past 
LDA presidents) to participate in a Mission 

of Mercy with the Texas Dental Association. 
Gary turned to me in the back seat and asked 

when it would be my time. I replied, “for what.” 
He said “LDA president, of course.” I remember 

thinking “yea right.” I was serving my first term as a 
board member and that thought had not ever crossed 
my mind. Les and Curtis both said at the same time, 
“yea, why not.” It made me think over the next several 
days “yea, why not me.” So, after serving a three year 
stint as your secretary treasurer, here I am. Sometimes, 
all one needs is to have someone make a suggestion or 
put a thought into your head!

What are your goals for the LDA during your term 
as President?

I have three goals:
Maintain membership initiatives with respect to 

striving to attain good quality individuals who are 
active, work with committees and are selfless when 
it comes to giving of their time in support of LDA 
functions and activities.

Above left: Dr. Hebert’s daughters: Jenna, Bethany and Kristen. Above 
right: Dr. Hebert and his wife, Gay Ann Hebert.
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I want to continue to keep 
our committees active and 
strong. We need to pursue the 
objectives that our long-range 
strategic plan set out for us to accomplish over the 
next three to five years.

Continue to improve our position we took at 
last year’s House of Delegates concerning mobile 
dentistry. There was a lot of confusion and 
uncertainty about the resolution that eventually 
became legislation that went to the state legislature. 
I believe it was important that we brought the issue 
up for discussion and acted on it. In retrospect, we 
could have handled the resolution much differently, 
however, it is now out there and we will move 
forward with it and work with our members for the 
good of the community.

What in your opinion, are the most critical issues 
facing dentists right now, and how would you like 
the LDA to respond to these issues? The LDA is 
very involved in guarding the interests of dentists 
both in state and national government. What 
issues are you looking forward to becoming more 
involved with during your term as president?

The most critical issue facing dentistry right now 
is protecting our interests with regard to allowing 
our members to provide the best care for their 
patients and follow evidenced-based guidelines. 
We are constantly having to deal with the issue of 
amalgam. The ADA opinion, which I agree with, is 
that the public policy should be guided by sound 
science, carefully analyzed and applied to facts. As 
quoted by past ADA President Dr. John Finley and 
Executive Director Kathleen O’Loughlin,“there is a 
misconception that because dental amalgam contains 
mercury it is toxic.”

Secondly, we are following closely the development 
of the health care reform being developed in 
Washington. It is of utmost importance that we remain 
attentive to the agenda. I believe the focus right now is 
hospitals, physicians, insurance companies and drug 
makers. I believe we will eventually be included as part 
of the overall picture. This is why it is important that we 
continue to strive and be available for the underserved. 
We must have a program that we believe is providing 

for the needs of the community, as well as 
preserving our career goals of providing 
good and safe dental care for all patients. 
The LDA has done just that with the 
guidelines we presented on access-to-care. 
We want to continue to provide safe, 
quality health care for all, as well as serve 
the business interests of the dentists.

What are your future predictions for 
organized dentistry, as well as dentistry 
as a profession? How do you think 
dentistry will change and develop?

Dentistry is becoming increasingly diverse, and we 
must be aware of the needs of new member dentists, 
along with the technology dental students learn 
throughout their education. “DOING THE RIGHT 
THING” when it comes to ethics and professionalism 
are important aspects of the profession. I have always 
strived to keep the operation of my practice simple so 
I can focus on patient care. I believe there will be a lot 
of challenges to day-to-day operations of our offices.

I believe dentistry will change and develop as 
follows: First, the electronic age is upon us, with respect 
to Web sites, digital x-rays, paperless offices, electronic 
health records, internet communications and insurance 
claim submission. There is a tentative mandate for 2014 
to have electronic records transferable. There will always 
be a concern with how standardization will apply to 
reduction of errors, increased safety, and confidentiality 
in health care delivery.

Second, we will have to closely evolve with the 
younger dentist population and the standards they 
are trained with (internet communications, online 
education, podcasts, etc.) These are great technology 
trends, however running a dental office will have some 
basic issues that will never change, that being challenges 
of overhead control, health care reform and what level 
of technology you implement into your office. There 
will be a balance of combining good basic dental care 
with how much technology fits into your particular 
comfort zone. The complexity of that technology will 
vary broadly from office-to-office. And, as my final 
comment, let us all focus on why we are here in the first 
place - to provide our patients the care and attention 
that they entrust to us.

Above left: Dr. Hebert and wife, Gay (far 
right) and daughters, Kristen, Bethany and 
Jenna. Right: Dr. Hebert’s relaxing place 
in his back yard.
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LDAaccess-to-care

Dr. Maurice B. “Marty” Garrett 
Chair, Access-to-Care Task Force

I’ve had two patients leave my practice recently 
over differences of opinions. Their reasons are 

interesting schools of thought. One lady accused me 
and my profession of trying to poison her community 
water supply by adding fluoride. I explained the true 
benefits of fluoridation to her but it fell on deaf ears. 
I’m sure many of you have had similar discussions 
with misinformed folks. Please be assured that the 
top priority of our public and legislative agenda will 
continue to be the implementation of optimal levels 
of fluoridation of our communities’ water supplies. 
As you all know, fluoridation is the most economical 
and effective way to improve the oral health of our 
citizens and we as a profession need to continue to 
promote the fluoridation program.

A male patient left our practice because he 
couldn’t agree with a dentist who opposed dentistry 
in schools. I explained that I support a better way 
to provide safe and comprehensive care to all our 
children. I, along with my fellow LDA members, 
support the “dental home” concept. The dental home 
refers to an ongoing relationship between a dentist 
and patient, inclusive of all aspects of oral health care 
delivery in a comprehensive, continuously accessible 
and family-centered way. This is the primary goal of 
your Access-to-Care Task Force!

Led by the efforts of Drs. Don Donaldson, Claudia 
Cavallino and hundreds of participating dentists, we 
are working with Jefferson Parish in a pilot program 
developing relationships with local schools to provide 
dental homes to our state’s children. In addition, we 

are partnering with pediatric and family physicians 
to begin oral screenings and referrals to appropriate 
dental offices for dental treatment when needs are 
detected in the medical offices. Also, your LDA is 
participating in the American Academy of Pediatric 
Dentistry’s Head Start Dental Home Initiative to 
provide dental homes to children who may otherwise 
go without care.

I am proud of the efforts our state’s dental  
professionals are making to improve the dental health 
of our citizens. Please continue your enthusiasm and 
know your LDA is working with you to provide the 
best environment for quality dental care!

LDA Summer Education Conference



behind 
sam’s
smile

now hiring associate and lead dentists

Dr. Sam

At Kool Smiles, I’m a 

dentist – not an office 

manager worrying 

about the day-to-day 

business operations.

“Kool Smiles covers it all: staffing, supplies, 

billing and more. That means I can put all my 

attention on managing my career — rather 

than stressing out over the challenges of 

running my own practice. I can focus on being 

the best dentist I can be.”

There’s someone special behind every smile.
     Could it be you?

To find out,
contact us at: 866.853.0781 or email: jobs@koolsmilespc.com
Visit us at: www.koolsmilespc.com/careers



Acadiana 
Dr. William S. Darr, Jr. 
Dr. Lige F. Dunaway III 
Dr. Douglas A. Fontenot 
Dr. James A. Pearce 
Dr. David G. Trahan  

Bayou 
Dr. Mark J. Bilello 
Dr. Bobbie N. Morris 
Dr. Jerome M. Walker

Central 
Dr. Warren P. Brumfield 

Greater Baton Rouge 
Dr. Samuel R. Levatino 
Dr. Marshall D. Harrison, Jr.
Dr. Robert L. Delarosa, Jr.
Dr. Randall A. Bergeron 
Dr. Mark W. Garon 
Dr. Stephen L. Sherman 
Dr. John F. Day, Jr. 
Dr. Ed E. Hood, Jr. 

NODA 
Dr. Craig A. Henry 
Dr. Corky Willhite 
Dr. Joseph R. Lacoste, Jr.
Dr. Jack P. Devereux 
Dr. David J. Hildebrandt
Dr. Donald P. Bennett 
Dr. J. Philip Epling III 
Dr. Gizelle P. Richard 
Dr. Samuel P. Miano, Jr. 
Dr. John H. Moffatt, Jr. 
Dr. Thomas K. Murphy 

Northeast 
Dr. Phil M. Corder 
Dr. Glenn E. Hummel 
Dr. John T. Little 

Northlake
Dr. R.G. Spell 
Dr. James E. Fagan III 
Dr. Kent A. Stasney 

Northwest 
Dr. Galen L. Norgard 
Dr. Thomas W. Borders 
Dr. John H. McConnell 

Southwest 
Dr. Charles J. Ardoin II 
Dr. Robert R. Vaughan

Celebrating
50 and 25 Years
OF MEMBERSHIP

In commemoration of 50 and 25 years of membership and in recognition whereof your fellow 
members and associates in dentistry extend their warm commendation and express their high 
esteem for this singularly outstanding achievement in your chosen profession of dental science.

50 Years 
Dr. Harris L. Poret Central
Dr. Frank J. DePaula Greater Baton Rouge
Dr. Frank W. McDavitt, Jr. Greater Baton Rouge
Dr. A. Peter Fortier NODA
Dr. Ralph B. King, Jr. Northeast
Dr. Charles R. McInnis Northwest
Dr. Samuel P. Gautier Northwest
Dr. Lee M. Harrison, Jr. Northwest
Dr. Archie R. Evans Southwest
Dr. Harold G. Edwards Southwest
Dr. Miles R. Mitchem Southwest

25 Years
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CONSENT TO SETTLE  |  POLICYHOLDER ADVOCACY  |  FINANCIALLY SECURE COMPANY
RISK MANAGEMENT  |  PERSONALIZED CLAIMS HANDLING  |  AGGRESSIVE LEGAL DEFENSE

CONSE
RISK MA

Mark D. Anderson, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry, New Orleans

Policyholder since 2005Building Enduring Partnerships 
800/452.2120   |   504/831.3756 

www.lammico.com 

I Switched To LAMMICO
“When I first started my dental practice,  
my malpractice insurance was through  
a nationally known carrier. But it was 
difficult getting through to someone to  
help me when I needed them.
 
Then I discovered LAMMICO, a local 
company that understands the needs of its 
dentists. When I have a question, I know  
I can rely on LAMMICO representatives  
to find the answer right away.
 
Now I can concentrate on what’s most 
important to me—my patients.
 
I’m glad I made the switch to LAMMICO.”
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ADS South.
Professional Practice Consultants, Ltd.

is now

OFFICE MANAGER
Elaine Separk
(770) 664-1982
elaine@adssouth.com

ALABAMA, MISSISSIPPI & W. TENNESSEE
Rebecca Kyatt
(205) 253-9094
rebecca@adssouth.com

N.CAROLINA, S.CAROLINA & VIRGINIA
James J. Howard, DMD
(910) 523-1430
jim@adssouth.com

GEORGIA, LOUISIANA & TENNESSEE

Earl Douglas, DDS, MBA, BVAL
(770) 664-1982
earl@adssouth.com

For all your dental transition needs:

Appraisals
Brokering

Practice Financing
Associate Placement
Equity Associateships

Practice Transitions Made Perfect™
www.ADSSouth.com

Dr. Louis J. Gallo      
      Past President of the LDA, 1991 – 1992

Dr. Louis J. Gallo passed away on February 7, 2010. He was born September 
20, 1924, in New Orleans and became a resident of Covington, La., in 1952.

A U.S. Naval veteran of WWII, Dr. Gallo operated a private dental practice 
in Covington for 48 years. A past president of the Louisiana Dental Association 

from 1991-92, he was admitted into the American and the International 
Colleges of Dentistry. Through the Knights of Columbus, The Lion’s 

Club and his catholic faith, he proved his love and dedication to 
his community. He also served the Board of Directors of the St. 
Tammany Homestead and was a member of several carnival krewes. 

The beloved husband of the late Norma Jean Huss Gallo, he 
is survived by five children: Cynthia G. Price (Donald), Deborah 
G. Berris (Craig), Barry C. Gallo, Karen F. Gallo, Diane G. 
Frosch (Gerard); one brother, Joseph Gallo, Jr. (Iris) and nine 
grandchildren: Alison P. Clark, Christopher L. and William G. 
Price, M. Reid and P. Conner Berris, J. Leigh and Thomas C. 
Gallo, Lane K. David and G. Austin Frosch. He is also survived 
by his dear friend, Jamie Rapp. 
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The Roth IRA conversion opportunity is finally here for 
people making over $100,000. In 2009 (and prior), 

only families with adjusted gross incomes under $100,000 
were permitted to convert a Traditional IRA to a Roth 
IRA, but beginning this year, new tax rules take effect and 
all individuals are eligible to make this conversion. The 
catch is that you must pay the taxes now on the converted 
amount (at your current income tax bracket). 

The Roth IRA provides investors the opportunity to 
put away after-tax dollars and collect growth on these 
funds. As long as the investor is over age 59 ½ and has 
held the Roth account for at least five years, the funds, 
including earnings, can even be withdrawn tax-free. So 
the question for this year is to convert or not to convert? 
Let’s look at three key issues to address before deciding: 
1.) How will you use this money? 2.) How will you pay 
the taxes? 3.) The “do over” and how it works.

How Will You Use this Money? 
This question is crucial and should always be 

considered before deciding to convert any part of an 
existing Traditional IRA. Those in retirement or close to 
retirement that expect to have decreasing tax brackets 
and will be living off of the IRA money should not 
convert. If you are many years from retirement and you 
expect to be paying more taxes once in retirement, then 
the conversion might be a good idea. If you do not plan 
on using the IRA money during retirement and want 
to pass it on to the next generation then converting to 
a Roth IRA looks extremely attractive. Assets held in 
a Traditional IRA must start being distributed when 
the holder turns age 70 ½, however, no such lifetime 
distribution rules apply to a Roth IRA. This could be 
an excellent way to pass on part of your estate to the 
next generation tax-free, truly stretching your IRA for 
generations. Imagine giving a tax-free investment to your 
grandkids to grow for years and years. But keep in mind 
the Roth IRA is still included in estate tax calculations. 

How Will You Pay the Taxes? 
Those planning to convert should pay the taxes from 

outside the IRA. Do not beat down an IRA 25% to 35% 

in order to pay the taxes for the conversion. If the IRA 
is large consider converting only part of the Traditional 
IRA to a Roth IRA in 2010. The owner will have to 
pay income tax on the previously untaxed value of the 
converted IRA. This can either be done in full in 2010 
or the holder can choose to include half the conversion 
amount in taxable income in 2011 and half in 2012. 
Amounts converted after 2010 are subject to tax fully 
in the year of conversion. Keep in mind that if you are 
currently in a high tax bracket, your income taxes will 
most likely be higher in 2012, so it is probably in your 
best interest to pay all of the taxes in 2011. 

The “Do Over”
Few times in life can you get a “do over,” but the Roth 

conversion is one of them. After converting a Traditional 
IRA to a Roth IRA, you have up until the filing extensions 
after taxes are due the following year to change your 
mind and convert back to the Traditional IRA. For 
example, let’s say you converted a $100,000 IRA to a 
Roth and the market value went down to $80,000 by 
the time you were going to file your taxes. Instead of 
paying $30,000 in taxes, you could convert back to 
the Traditional IRA and negate the taxes. Then you can 
re-convert back to the Roth in the next calendar year, 
hopefully at a lower cost or conversion basis. 

Consider all three of these concerns before making a 
decision on whether to convert your Traditional IRAs or 
not. Consult your financial planner, as well as your CPA 
before any decision is made.

Chad Olivier is author of “What Medical School Did Not Teach You about Financial Planning” 
and owner of the firm The Olivier Group, LLC in Baton Rouge, La., which specializes in 
retirement planning and wealth management for physicians, dentists and other affluent 
individuals and families. If you have any questions about this article or future topic suggestions, 
please call (888) 465-2112 or visit us on the web at www.oliviergroup.com. Securities and 
Financial Planning are offered through LPL Financial Member FINRA/SIPC. Please note 
that the above article is for informational purposes only, nor is The Olivier Group specifically 
endorsed by the LDA. Financial planning requires detailed individualized analysis of each 
person’s specific situation.

CFP®, Certified Financial Planner™ and  are certification marks 
owned by Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc.
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Chad Olivier, CFP®

Wealth Consultant/LPL Branch Manager, The Olivier Group, L.L.C.



Happy New Year, Happy Mardi Gras, and how 
about those SAINTS!

Another year has come and gone and as we 
enter into the new year, once again we need to 
stay abreast of what is happening in our state and 
national legislatures. 

Your contribution to LADPAC enables us to lobby 
effectively for dentistry. Our participation in the 
political process is our bipartisan voice fighting for 
dentistry. On both the state and national levels, we 
must remain vigilant. A prime example of what our 
PAC does for us is the suspension of the Red Flag 
Rule for dentistry. 

Your monetary savings for this legislative 
achievement far outweighs your LADPAC 
membership dues. This is a prime example of your 
contribution in action. This ALONE is worth your 
contribution EVERY year. 

Thanks to all of you who have participated in this 
process. If you are not a LADPAC member, now is 
the time to step up and join us in this important fight 
for dentistry. 

Spring 2010 27

LDAladpac

Dr. David Kestel  
Chair, Louisiana Dental Political Action Committee (LADPAC)

FREE PRACTICE APPRAISALS

PRACTICE SALES / MERGERS

PRE-SALE PROGRAM

STOCKHOLDER PROGRAM

WWW.AFTCO.NET

AFTCO is the oldest and largest dental practice transition consulting 

firm in the United States. AFTCO assists dentists with 

associateships, purchasing and selling of practices, and retirement 

plans. We are much more than a practice broker, we are there

to serve you through all stages of your career.

Call us today at 1-800-232-3826.



Louisiana Dental Political Action Committee

Thank you 2009 PAC Contributing Dentists!

PAC

ACADIANA
Dr. Charles L. Anzalone
Dr. Robin C. Ardoin
Dr. Ted Ardoin
Dr. Wesley H. Ardoin
Dr. John K. Aycock
Dr. Donald Balhoff
Dr. Christy B. Barras
Dr. Edwin Bercier IV
Dr. Edwin L. Bercier III
Dr. George L. Billeaud III
Dr. Donald P. Boudreaux, Jr.
Dr. John N. Boudreaux
Dr. Francis E. Boustany, Jr.
Dr. Natalie B. Brasseaux
Dr. Carl J. Breaux
Dr. Kennell P. Brown, Jr.
Dr. James R. Bush, Jr.
Dr. Gerald L. Chachere, Jr.
Dr. Robert B.Chastant
Dr. Timothy L. Chauvin
Dr. Blake A. Comeaux
Dr. M. Randal Comeaux
Dr. John C. Daire
Dr. Tommy L. Darbonne
Dr. Bradford T. Davis 
Dr. Russell Davis, Jr.
Dr. G. N. DeJean
Dr. Gerald D. DeJean
Dr. Mark S. DeRouen
Dr. Danielle A. Dore
Dr. Chris E. Doucet
Dr. Lucius J. Doucet II
Dr. David J. Duhon
Dr. Lige F. Dunaway III
Dr. Clay M. Duos
Dr. Gene O. Dupree
Dr. Clint Dutil
Dr. James M. Finley
Dr. Gregory J. Folse
Dr. Bennett P. Fontenot
Dr. Timothy P. Fontenot
Dr. Timothy S. Fontenot
Dr. Kenneth S. Fowler
Dr. Darah Fugetta
Dr. Wayne J. Gary II
Dr. Reynold L. Gaubert
Dr. Randy T. Gauthreaux
Dr. John A. Guilliot
Dr. Iley N. Harkins, Jr.
Dr. E. K. Harmon
Dr. Donald P. Harris
Dr. Donald W. Henagan
Dr. John A. Hendry
Dr. D. T. Hooks
Dr. Leslie J. Jacobs
Dr. William A. Keaty
Dr. Harold D. Kennedy
Dr. Joseph M. Kochansky
Dr. Joseph B. Lalonde
Dr. Craig S. Landry
Dr. Ann K. Laurent
Dr. Michele Lavergne
Dr. Jill Leblanc
Dr. Kenneth S. LeBlanc
Dr. Lynn R. LeBlanc
Dr. Scott LeBleu
Dr. Lance Lege’
Dr. John E. Levin
Dr. William M. Malone
Dr. Richard H. Maness
Dr. Robert M. McKay
Dr. Thomas G. McKenna
Dr. Mark W. Milam
Dr. Jules E. Minvielle, Jr.
Dr. Mark F. Molbert
Dr. Samuel R. Moss
Dr. Edward A. Neupert III
Dr. John M. Oubre
Dr. James A. Pearce

Dr. Bryan S. Pearson
Dr. Vintage L. Poirier
Dr. Michael J. Puissegur
Dr. James J. Robert, Jr.
Dr. Clyde L. Rougeou, Jr.
Dr. Curtis H. Roy
Dr. Lance N. Savoie
Dr. Raymond J. Schexnayder
Dr. Bruce A. Schneider
Dr. Stephen E. Searcy
Dr. J. J. Smith
Dr. G. Kirk Soileau
Dr. Tony A. Soileau II
Dr. Christopher A. Sorrel
Dr. Luke W. St. Pierre
Dr. Stacy P. Ste. Marie
Dr. Phillip L. Stelly
Dr. R. C. Strait
Dr. Steven A. Swan
Dr. Jyoti L. Thanki
Dr. Lalit G. Thanki
Dr. John C. Theriot
Dr. Timothy R. Thomas
Dr. Jason Toups
Dr. Dale M. Trahan
Dr. David G. Trahan
Dr. Stephen G. Trahan
Dr. Jason Varnado
Dr. Jerry D. Veillon
Dr. Jean P. Vidrine
Dr. Preston J. Webre, Jr.
Dr. Mark A. Welch
Dr. Charles R. White II
Dr. Yolanda A. Williams
Dr. Conway G. Yarbrough

BAYOU
Dr. Robert A. Adams III
Dr. Herbert R. Alexander, Jr.
Dr. William E. Barletta, Sr.
Dr. David G. Baughman
Dr. Brian J. Benoit
Dr. Benjamin S. Ber
Dr. Douglas S. Ber
Dr. Sheard A. Ber
Dr. Mark J. Bilello
Dr. Jane M. Birriel
Dr. Bryan A. Bouzigard
Dr. Ross M. Cascio
Dr. Edward D. Clement
Dr. Mark N. Coreil
Dr. Michael D. Daigle
Dr. James L. Danos
Dr. Frank J. Distefano, Jr.
Dr. Whybra J. Duay, Jr.
Dr. Michael G. Engerson
Dr. Susie R. Goolsby
Dr. Royce J. Goza
Dr. Peter S. Guidry
Dr. Clark A. King, Jr.
Dr. Dean L. Listi
Dr. Kenneth Luminais
Dr. Daniel J. Melancon
Dr. David L. Melancon
Dr. Lorie Moreau
Dr. Bobbie N. Morris
Dr. Craig J. Naquin
Dr. Janice B. Naquin
Dr. Corey Porche
Dr. Murray L. Rabalais, Jr.
Dr. Jason R. Ray
Dr. Christopher J. Saal
Dr. Samuel H. Sanders
Dr. Catherine Schwab
Dr. Victor Sevier III
Dr. Donovan P. Soignet
Dr. James J. Stafford
Dr. Fred A. Tenney
Dr. Mitchell P. Theriot
Dr. Lamar E. Waguespack, Jr.
Dr. Jerome M. Walker

Dr. Ryan Walker
Dr. William P. Walsh
Dr. Curtis J. Zeringue
Dr. Gregory J. Zeringue

CENTRAL
Dr. Paul S. Arnold, Jr.
Dr. Richard R. Brasher, Jr.
Dr. Hollis R. Bray
Dr. Larry R. Burke
Dr. Leah V. Byles
Dr. John J. Campo, Jr.
Dr. David M. Carlton III
Dr. David M. Carlton, Jr.
Dr. Randy R. Cole
Dr. Robert B. Cooper
Dr. Gary V. Dewitt
Dr. Steven L. Falkenheiner
Dr. Rachel G. Floyd
Dr. Cecil C. Gaddis
Dr. Jonas E. Gauthier
Dr. Kurt E. Gauthier
Dr. Nick G. Governale
Dr. Wilton A. Guillory, Jr.
Dr. Paul C. Hargis
Dr. Leonard N. Hedrick
Dr. Ralph M. Hennessee
Dr. W. F. Hensel
Dr. Frederick M. Hilburn II
Dr. Antonia S. Holmes
Dr. Marlon L. Holmes
Dr. James V. Iverstine
Dr. Ralph D. Jackson, Jr.
Dr. H. D. Jones III
Dr. Paula E. Karam
Dr. Joseph O. Laprairie, Jr.
Dr. Robert L. Levy
Dr. Ronald B. Marks
Dr. Patrick C. Mathews
Dr. Pamela G. McCalister
Dr. Anna B. Moreau
Dr. Stephen L. Ortego
Dr. Robert B. Phillips
Dr. Courtney Richter
Dr. Greg A. Robertson
Dr. Lee M. Romine
Dr. Jeffrey J. Seiler
Dr. J. N. Thompson
Dr. Bridgette M. Vidrine
Dr. P. L. Washington
Dr. Valerie H. Washington
Dr. Matthew Whitehead
Dr. Steven J. Worley

GREATER BATON ROUGE
Dr. Kathy M. Abbott
Dr. Richard T. Akin
Dr. Melissa J. Aldy
Dr. Carl D. Anderson
Dr. Glenn E. Appleton
Dr. Isaac E. Appleton
Dr. Richard S. Appleton
Dr. C. R. Atkins
Dr. John B. Babin
Dr. Lisa C. Bailey
Dr. John M. Barksdale, Jr.
Dr. Ernest Beier
Dr. Frederick P. Beringer, Jr.
Dr. Calvin G. Bessonet III
Dr. Allen T. Black
Dr. Michael S. Bond
Dr. Robert M. Branstetter, Jr.
Dr. Scott R. Browning
Dr. Jessica P. Bruni
Dr. J. R. Chustz, Jr.
Dr. Steven D. Collins, Jr.
Dr. Bradley S. Comeaux
Dr. Clifford C. Comeaux, Jr.
Dr. Gwendolyn D. Corbett
Dr. Charles C. Couvillon
Dr. Myron Culberson

Dr. Nelson P. Daly
Dr. Alan M. Day
Dr. Robert L. Delarosa, Jr.
Dr. Ross J. DeNicola, Jr.
Dr. Therese T. Dinh
Dr. John S. Dupont, Jr.
Dr. Brian N. Dyess
Dr. Jeff D. Ellard
Dr. David M. Ellis
Dr. Lance E. Fallin
Dr. Shelly F. Fallin
Dr. Joan T. Fisher-Ranel
Dr. J. B. Fontenot
Dr. Thomas E. Foster
Dr. C. F. Fruge, Jr.
Dr. James B. Fruge
Dr. James F. Fruge, Jr.
Dr. Carl J. Galliano II
Dr. Marty B. Garrett
Dr. Philip V. Gastinel
Dr. James W. Gilbert III
Dr. Blair P. Gremillion
Dr. Patrick Guidry
Dr. William A. Hadlock
Dr. William L. Hall
Dr. Jimmie B. Hammack
Dr. Kevin Harris
Dr. James M. Hayden
Dr. Charles E. Hebert III
Dr. James H. Hebert
Dr. Elizabeth M. Heirtzler
Dr. Kevin J. Hester
Dr. Bryan J. Hollis
Dr. Johnnie L. Hunt
Dr. Jason D. Hutto
Dr. David E. Johnston
Dr. Douglas R. Kemp
Dr. Kyle R. Kennedy
Dr. Bruce J. Kestler
Dr. Glenn M. Kidder
Dr. Thomas J. Kiebach
Dr. Lee W. Koschel, Jr.
Dr. Keith R. Kyler
Dr. Lurry D. Lacour, Jr.
Dr. Ashley M. Landry
Dr Ronald D. Landry
Dr. Thompson T. Lanius
Dr. Tyler P. Lasseigne
Dr. Bobby D. Leach
Dr. Janelle U. Lee
Dr. Louis Lefebvre III
Dr. Vincent L. Leggio
Dr. John K. Legleu, Jr.
Dr. Kurt A. Lejeune
Dr. Samuel R. Levatino
Dr. Michael J. Maginnis
Dr. Louis L. Mason
Dr. Chevies L. Newman, Jr.
Dr. J. H. Odom, Jr.
Dr. Larry M. Oubre, Jr.
Dr. Glen S. Padgett
Dr. Ryan P. Perry
Dr. Lynn J. Philippe
Dr. Dale J. Politz
Dr. James E. Pope
Dr. Michael S. Porta
Dr. Joseph R. Porter
Dr. John W. Portwood, Jr.
Dr. David K. Prudhome
Dr. Ernest E. Quimby, Jr.
Dr. Edgardo L. Rabel
Dr. Michael Rabel
Dr. Timothy R. Raborn
Dr. John B. Ragusa
Dr. J. M. Randall
Dr. Nicholas J. Rauber
Dr. Cyril J. Richard, Jr.
Dr. Francis Rinaudo, Jr.
Dr. Melissa M. Ritter
Dr. David W. Roberts 
Dr. Earl J. Rome, Jr.

Dr. Joel J. Safer
Dr. Marty J. Saltzman
Dr. Gayle M. Sanchez
Dr. Charls C. Savoia
Dr. Michael S. Sceroler
Dr. Stephen Shannon
Dr. Stephen L. Sherman
Dr. James F. Sieberth
Dr. Paige Sigsworth-Comeaux
Dr. Denis E. Simon III
Dr. William R. Sinclair, Jr.
Dr. James B. Smith II
Dr. Kenneth St. Romain, Jr.
Dr. Carlos M. Saudi
Dr. Candice R. Sullivan
Dr. Frank V. Sullivan
Dr. Fletcher S. Sutton III
Dr. Justin E. Tarver
Dr. Lauren Thurmon
Dr. Hoang Tran
Dr. William H. Tuttle
Dr. Ann Uzee
Dr. Wallace T. Van Nortwick
Dr. Mark A. Ventress
Dr. Julie A. Vignes
Dr. Michael L. Vincent
Dr. Richard L. Wampold
Dr. William P. Welch, Jr.
Dr. Christopher W. Werner
Dr. Robert D. Westerman
Dr. John B. Whitley, Jr.
Dr. Kenneth C. Wilkinson, Sr.
Dr. Joseph Yale

NEW ORLEANS
Dr. Jorge M. Aguilar
Dr. Kenneth H. Alfortish
Dr. Mark D. Anderson
Dr. Melanie J. Andrews
Dr. Joseph V. Anzelmo
Dr. Michael J. Appleton
Dr. Terrence M. Augillard
Dr. Wanda B. Augillard
Dr. Morris G. Barnett
Dr. Barton C. Barre
Dr. Damaris D. Bastian
Dr. Aubrey A. Baudean, Jr.
Dr. Gordon A. Bech
Dr. Robert H. Belou
Dr. Shannon R. Bergeron
Dr. Lee M. Berthelot
Dr. Ronald P. Bertucci
Dr. Mabel E. Blanché
Dr. Michael S. Block
Dr. Rebecca L. Blum
Dr. Bryan P. Bohning
Dr. Edward J. Boos
Dr. Nolan H. Boudreaux, Jr.
Dr. Darrell P. Bourg, Jr.
Dr. Bridget Brahney
Dr. Stephen C. Brisco
Dr. Maria R. Burmaster
Dr. Cynthia L. Caldweld
Dr. Joseph M. Campo
Dr. Todd J. Canatella
Dr. Roy L. Cantrelle
Dr. Linda T. Cao
Dr. Michael M. Cash
Dr. Paulino Castellon
Dr. Ivonne I. Castro
Dr. Marvin V. Cavallino
Dr. Jon D. Celino
Dr. George P. Cerniglia
Dr. Mark S. Chaney
Dr. Hunter L. Charvet, Jr.
Dr. Hunter L. Charvet, Sr.
Dr. Gerard J. Chiche
Dr. David P. Colburn
Dr. Jean N. Coleman
Dr. Myrna L. Collado
Dr. Kevin J. Collins
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Dr. Joseph J. Collura, Jr.
Dr. George T. Comeaux, Jr.
Dr. Brian D. Connell
Dr. Dimetry B. Cossich
Dr. Aymee D. Costales-Spindler
Dr. Stan P. Cowley, Jr.
Dr. Douglas W. Cross
Dr. Burns M. Crotty, Jr.
Dr. James K. Curley
Dr. Ronald A. Curran
Dr. Leith A. Daigle
Dr. Francis R. Dauterive
Dr. David C. DeGenova
Dr. William K. DeJong
Dr. Denice L. Derbes
Dr. Lawrence J. Derbes
Dr. H. O. Desonier
Dr. Jack P. Devereux
Dr. Taro Digney
Dr. Diem D. Do
Dr. Edward L. Donaldson, Jr.
Dr. Jill M. Donaldson
Dr. Jeffrey W. Dongieux
Dr. Kenneth R. Dubois
Dr. Paul E. Dugas
Dr. Willard L. Dumas, Jr.
Dr. John P. Epling III
Dr. Randall A. Evans
Dr. Michael T. Favaloro
Dr. Susan Felder
Dr. John A. Franck, Jr.
Dr. John R. Gallo
Dr. Edmond J. Ganucheau, Jr.
Dr. Arnold E. Gelfand
Dr. John B. Gennaro
Dr. Lisa P. Germain
Dr. Francis T. Giacona
Dr. Laurie R. Glaser
Dr. Gary A. Glaviano
Dr. Jefferson D. Graham
Dr. Randolph D. Green
Dr. Gregory W. Greenwood
Dr. Henry A. Gremillion
Dr. Eliot D. Guerin
Dr. Gregory P. Guerra
Dr. Micheal J. Guevara
Dr. Stuart J. Guey, Jr.
Dr. Amanda E. Haszinger
Dr. Steven A. Heier
Dr. Valerie R. Hemphill
Dr. Justin J. Hendricks
Dr. Craig A. Henry
Dr. Dennis L. Henry
Dr. Teresita V. Hernandez
Dr. David J. Hildebrandt
Dr. Michael K. Hoffritz
Dr. Charles B. Hughes
Dr. Laura P. Hogue
Dr. Nicole H. Hunn
Dr. Anthony A. Indovina
Dr. Eva L. Jessup
Dr. Joshua J. Jones
Dr. Philip J. Kahn
Dr. Steven A. Kloor
Dr. William E. Kramer III
Dr. Carroll J. Landry, Jr.
Dr. Dwight D. Landry
Dr. Robert E. Lane
Dr. Kurt C. Launey
Dr. Susan S. Lebon
Dr. Jeffry A. Leeson
Dr. Ronald S. Leggio
Dr. Michele M. Leggio-Putnam
Dr. Deborah E. Lesem
Dr. A. C. Liles III
Dr. Joseph L. Lindsay III
Dr. Rudolph J. Linhuber
Dr. Ronald J. Liuzza
Dr. Nanette LoCoco
Dr. Lisa F. Loescher
Dr. Anthony H. Lotz
Dr. Thomas W. Mabry
Dr. Wendy M. Maes
Dr. Jamie M. Manders
Dr. George P. Marse, Jr.
Dr. Francis G. Martello
Dr. Ambrose M. Martin III
Dr. Edward C. Massett, Jr.
Dr. Kent R. Mauduit
Dr. Charles T. McCabe
Dr. Thomas F. McCoy III
Dr. Juan C. Melguizo
Dr. Kimberly A. Meng
Dr. Brian H. Miller
Dr. Natchez J. Morice, Jr.

Dr. Raymond F. Najolia
Dr. Jared A. Nass
Dr. Kim H. Nguyen
Dr. Brian J. Olivier
Dr. Richard L. Owens, Sr.
Dr. Archontia Palaiologou
Dr. Jason D. Parker
Dr. Troy L. Patterson
Dr. John L. Paul
Dr. Nancy J. Pemberton
Dr. Greg S. Phillips
Dr. Noel F. Pilie
Dr. Lloyd A. Pizzaloto, Jr.
Dr. Kerry T. Plaisance, Jr.
Dr. Raymond L. Poirrier III
Dr. Jené C. Ponder
Dr. David A. Priestly
Dr. Philip J. Puneky
Dr. Barry L. Radell
Dr. David C. Raphael
Dr. Allan P. Rappold
Dr. Jeanne M. Reeves
Dr. Guy A. Ribando
Dr. Daniel J. Richardson
Dr. Priyanshi Ritwik
Dr. Michael T. Robichaux
Dr. Jeffrey K. Roby
Dr. James D. Roethele
Dr. James M. Rooney
Dr. Robert J. Rooney II
Dr. Dennis A. Russo
Dr. Brant W. Schmidt
Dr. William F. Schmidt, Jr.
Dr. Kenneth G. Schott
Dr. Joseph J. Sempé
Dr. Robert S. Sergent
Dr. Wallace G. Serpas III
Dr. Roger W. Sherwood
Dr. Charles P. Silvia, Jr.
Dr. Shannon K. Simon
Dr. Michael B. Smith
Dr. Kristi M. Soileau
Dr. Kenneth O. Starling
Dr. Gregory S. Strain
Dr. Carol A. Stuckey
Dr. Thomas A. Taylor
Dr. Angela K. Thiaville
Dr. Elicia N. Thompson
Dr. Kim M. Tolar
Dr. James P. Tomaszewski
Dr. Stephen J. Tomaszewski
Dr. Janice A. Townsend
Dr. Raymond J. Unland, Jr.
Dr. Francesca C. Velasco
Dr. Ronnie M. Vinson
Dr. Roger A. Vitter
Dr. Edward C. Vocke III
Dr. Donald F. Ward
Dr. Russell L. Westfall
Dr. Corky Willhite
Dr. Larry A. Wise
Dr. William R. Yeadon
Dr. James J. Young III

NORTHEAST
Dr. Janette T. Bagwell
Dr. Katina Beverly
Dr. William P. Bolton
Dr. Troy D. Bostick
Dr. Damon G. Bradford, Jr.
Dr. Charles E. Brewer
Dr. Robert C. Brooks
Dr. Charles E. Brown III
Dr. Kimberly L. Caldwell
Dr. Rodric E. Cascio
Dr. Elverson D. Coates, Jr.
Dr. Phil M. Corder
Dr. Robert Costello
Dr. Kenneth L. Cox
Dr. Russell W. Cranford
Dr. G. M. Davis
Dr. Henry L. Donald
Dr. Henry S. Donald
Dr. Lane Eddleman
Dr. Edward H. Eiland, Jr.
Dr. David L. Ezernack
Dr. Kevin J. Finley
Dr. Gerald W. Foster
Dr. Chad M. Gardner
Dr. John P. Garrett
Dr. Eric T. Geist
Dr. Ruth A. Griggs
Dr. Kevin P. Haynes
Dr. William T. Heath
Dr. Todd Hilburn

Dr. Jeff Hooton
Dr. John A. Howell
Dr. Glenn E. Hummel
Dr. Raymond H. John
Dr. Jerry L. Johnston
Dr. William C. Johnston
Dr. Douglas Keller III
Dr. Ralph B. King, Jr.
Dr. Tod B. Lawhon
Dr. Julie L. LeBell
Dr. Jimmy W. Leonard
Dr. John T. Little
Dr. Wesley O. Lynch III
Dr. Ronald G. Martin
Dr. Fred F. McMullen III
Dr. Mark M. Meredith
Dr. Michael F. Nolan
Dr. D. S. Norris
Dr. Samuel J. Ogden
Dr. Timothy R. Perry
Dr. Rhonda Pruitt
Dr. Donald M. Quinn III
Dr. John J. Roberson
Dr. Jesse H. Roberts, Jr.
Dr. Jesse Roberts III
Dr. Charles M. Sampognaro
Dr. Matthew D. Sanderson
Dr. L. King Scott
Dr. John C. Shepard
Dr. Woody L. Smithey, Jr.
Dr. John L. Snuggs, Jr.
Dr. Robert E. Spatafora
Dr. Gray Stephens, Jr.
Dr. Ronald C. Stratton, Jr.
Dr. Brantly L. Surles
Dr. Earl L. Tarver, Jr.
Dr. H. K. Touchstone III
Dr. Michael R. Tucker
Dr. Carl M. Turpin
Dr. Carl T. Turpin, Jr.
Dr. Melannie G. Turpin
Dr. Kerry J. Viator
Dr. John L. Ward
Dr. Ryan D. Ward
Dr. David A. White
Dr. Richard D. Willis
Dr. Joseph W. Yerger

NORTHLAKE
Dr. Patrick S. Allison
Dr. Ben A. Almerico
Dr. Gene A. Anzalone
Dr. Paul M. Anzalone
Dr. Ronald Bell
Dr. Maria K. Blake
Dr. Kimberly E. Bodden
Dr. Astrid Bratcher
Dr. Earle R. Brown, Jr.
Dr. Edward P. Burvant, Jr.
Dr. Davis E. Chandler
Dr. Ryan W. Comeaux
Dr. Kay D. Daniel
Dr. Michael G. Dragon
Dr. Thomas Drake
Dr. J. E. Fagan
Dr. Joseph F. FitzPatrick
Dr. Charles B. Foy, Jr.
Dr. Bryan P. Frichter
Dr. Ina L. Griffin
Dr. Roy L. Grob, Jr.
Dr. Richard E. Gruner
Dr. Michael J. Haight
Dr. Robert V. Hurst
Dr. Carlito P. Ilawan
Dr. Joseph R. Lacoste, Jr.
Dr. Gordy L. Landry, Jr.
Dr. Marija G. Lasalle
Dr. Mitou LeMaire
Dr. Keith J. Luminais, Jr.
Dr. Randall P. Mayer
Dr. Michael J. McCracken
Dr. Robert W. McMinn II
Dr. James A. Moreau, Jr.
Dr. Kay C. Moser
Dr. Gary A. Parker
Dr. Melissa H. Pellegrini
Dr. Blaise V. Polito
Dr. Dennis R. Preau
Dr. Steven R. Raymond
Dr. Charles O. Roy
Dr. Beth D. Saacks
Dr. C. K. Sherman
Dr. Tessa M. Smith
Dr. Rocky St. Pierre, Jr.
Dr. Annette D. Theriot

Dr. Terrence H. Truxillo
Dr. Michael Turgeau
Dr. Russell L. Westfall
Dr. Daryl M. Westmoreland
Dr. Ralph W. Wilson, Jr.
Dr. Thomas H. Wingo, Jr.
Dr. Warren W. Wood

NORTHWEST
Dr. David N. Austin
Dr. Brian D. Basinger
Dr. James F. Batte
Dr. Benjamin A. Beach
Dr. Katie M. Beach
Dr. Alan B. Berry
Dr. Herman O. Blackwood III
Dr. Kelly W. Braswell
Dr. Edward D. Brown, Jr.
Dr. Fred V. Cabaniss
Dr. Richard W. Campbell
Dr. Gary L. Caskey
Dr. Paul M. Clark, Jr.
Dr. James M. Conly III
Dr. William C. Cook
Dr. Jennifer A. Cooper
Dr. Christopher Cosse
Dr. James G. Cosse
Dr. James M. Cotton
Dr. John C. Cowen
Dr. Ronald L. Crawford
Dr. W. P. Cunningham III
Dr. W. M. Dalton III
Dr. Mel DeSoto
Dr. Ross Dies
Dr. Jason I. Dupree
Dr. Laura A. Earnest
Dr. Clarence B. Erickson
Dr. Benjamin E. Foster, Jr.
Dr. Richard M. Fox
Dr. Frank N. Gaensehals
Dr. Chris B. Gardner
Dr. John M. Gilmer, Jr.
Dr. Zachary Goodman
Dr. James S. Graf
Dr. William M. Hall, Jr.
Dr. Larry D. Hand
Dr. Frank W. Harmon
Dr. Lee M. Harrison, Jr.
Dr. Ronald C. Hermes
Dr. Robert K. Hill
Dr. Perry W. Hollembeak
Dr. Isaac A. House
Dr. Jeffrey B. Jeter
Dr. Darrell I. Jobe, Jr.
Dr. Kyle L. Jones
Dr. Stacey K. Jones
Dr. Gary S. Key
Dr. Harold W. King
Dr. Matthew W. Lane
Dr. Joseph M. Lattier, Jr.
Dr. Eric J. LeBlanc
Dr. Joseph R. Lott
Dr. Roderick E. Loud
Dr. Wayne H. Marionneaux
Dr. John H. McConnell
Dr. James M. McCormick
Dr. James R. McCormick
Dr. Charles R. McInnis
Dr. Thomas E. McNeely
Dr. Shane McPherson
Dr. Mark M. Meredith, Jr.
Dr. Cynthia M. Miciotto
Dr. Daniel J. Moore
Dr. Chris A. Mott
Dr. Andrew G. Murphy
Dr. Richard T. Nelson III
Dr. Pope W. Oden III
Dr. Robert A. Palmer, Jr.
Dr. Andrew W. Porter
Dr. Robert L. Price
Dr. Melvin H. Procell
Dr. Jack L. Ratley
Dr. Gary L. Roberts

Dr. Robert W. Rockefeller
Dr. Steven A. Russell
Dr. William C. Sanders, Jr.
Dr. Maureen Sheridan-Fenton
Dr. James W. Sikes, Jr.
Dr. Jeffrey W. Silmon
Dr. Brian R. Smith
Dr. John E. Stafford, Jr.
Dr. Douglas T. Talley, Jr.
Dr. Jerald F. Turner
Dr. Thuy-Hang T. Vu
Dr. Ryan G. Walker
Dr. Edwin E. Westmoreland
Dr. Paul L. Wood
Dr. Michael E. Woolbert
Dr. Kaylan F. Worley

SOUTHWEST
Dr. Randolph H. Alexander
Dr. Charles J. Ardoin II
Dr. Peter T. Bayles
Dr. Gary J. Blanchette
Dr. Nathan H. Bray, Jr.
Dr. Charlie Buller III
Dr. Harry K. Castle
Dr. Darren Chaumont
Dr. Carl Churchman, Jr.
Dr. Carl W.  Churchman, Sr.
Dr. Mary S. Churchman
Dr. Robert C. Cochran
Dr. Craig H. Crawford
Dr. Emma M. DiCarlo
Dr. Dennis E. Donald
Dr. Christy G. Drum-Ammons
Dr. Michael W. DuBose
Dr. Chester L. Ellender
Dr. Judith K. Ellender
Dr. George R. Fisher
Dr. Lori H. Gober
Dr. Harry H. Goodwin, Jr.
Dr. Roger G. Grimball
Dr. Herbert M. Hamilton, Jr.
Dr. Barney H. Harper
Dr. Edward J. Hebert
Dr. Charles F. Hudson
Dr. G. M. Karam
Dr. David A. Kestel
Dr. Richard L. LeBlanc
Dr. Troy M. Lefort
Dr. James A. Leithead, Jr.
Dr. Charles S. Mackey
Dr. Bryan Manning
Dr. Dean L. Manning
Dr. Richard J. Martin
Dr. Elizabeth S. McCrory
Dr. James J. McGee
Dr. Leonard H. McWilliams, Jr.
Dr. Mark M. Miller
Dr. Kenneth W. Parks
Dr. Alan C. Perry
Dr. Daniel Perry
Dr. Paul C. Perry
Dr. Randall R. Perry
Dr. Esperanza Prato
Dr. Thomas H. Price
Dr. Hugh W. Raetzsch
Dr. Tim L Robinson
Dr. Eric A. Sanders
Dr. Edward T. Savoy
Dr. James T. Shirley
Dr. Thomas H. Shirley
Dr. Ronald M. Short
Dr. Gary Slaven
Dr. Harcourt M. Stebbins
Dr. Paul D. Vidrine
Dr. Daniel A. Weaver
Dr. Stephanie B. Weaver

This list includes all LADPAC contributions 
submitted with payments of 2009 LDA 

membership dues and/or received from individual 
dentists through December 31, 2009.
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SAVOR THE

Register Now!
Visit the AGD Web site to register 
at www.agd.org/neworleans.

AGD 2010 Annual Meeting & Exhibits 
July 8 to 11, 2010: AGD Annual Meeting & Exhibits
New Orleans, La.



NEW Offerings
hands-on participation courses and lectures 

skill-building sessions

an implant track 

educational didactics at the Louisiana State University 
School of Dentistry

other great continuing education opportunities 

HOT Speakers
Harold L. Crossley, DDS, PhD, an internationally 
recognized expert on chemical dependency and the 
clinical pharmacology of dental drugs

Henry A. Gremillion, DDS, MAGD, an expert on the 
diagnosis and management of temporomandibular 
disorders and orofacial pain

David S. Hornbrook, DDS, FAACD, a lecturer on all facets 
of esthetic dentistry and product development

John Kanca III, DMD, a pioneer in the fi eld of adhesive 
dentistry

Clifford J. Ruddle, DDS, FACD, FICD, an 
internationally recognized expert in all 
aspects of clinical endodontics

Terry T. Tanaka, DDS, MAGD, a widely rec-
ognized teacher of advanced restorative 
and prosthodontic procedures

SPICY AGD Events
two-hour Welcome Reception in the 
AGD Exhibit Hall

AGD Foundation 5K Fun Run/Walk 

Saturday night at Mardi Gras World

Visit www.agd.org/neworleans to register 
now and view the online registration brochure 
for more information on the course offerings, 
speakers, and events.

Become an AGD member and save more than $300 on registration!



Deamonte Driver died on February 25, 2007, at the age 
of 12 years. While the untimely death of any child 

is tragic, what was particularly disturbing in this instance 
was the cause of his death. He died from a severe brain 
infection that started with an abscessed tooth, according 
to the Washington Post. Deamonte was a member of an 
underserved segment of our population – poor, Medicaid 
eligible individuals. This is an extreme example of what 
former Surgeon General David Satcher called a “silent 
epidemic” of untreated oral disease, in his landmark 
report on oral health in 2000. It is a national disgrace 
that in 21st century America, millions of children do not 
receive basic preventive and restorative dental care. Many 
reasons are cited for this: lack of funds, lack of insurance, 
unavailability of dentists, lack of parental concern, 
unavailable transportation, etc. 

In Louisiana, only 32% of Medicaid eligible children 
received any dental services at all in 2008. This translates 
into an astonishing 510,000 eligible children who received 
no dental care.1 The unmet need for dental services in 
this population is staggering. A recent study revealed 42% 
of Louisiana third-grade students had untreated cavities 
and in some rural parishes the incidence was as high as 
55%. Approximately 38% of Louisiana dentists are “active” 
providers (meaning they have received at least one paid 
visit in the last six months) in the Medicaid program.2 
The percentage of Louisiana dentists who actually see a 
significant number of Medicaid patients is probably much 
less than 38%.

The LDA is to be commended for their efforts to 
address obstacles to care. The Medicaid Task Force 
headed by “Don” Donaldson was successful in increasing 
the Medicaid reimbursement rate to the 65th percentile 
of the NDAS Fee Survey in an effort to encourage more 
dentist participation. (Unfortunately, emergency legislation 
effective January 22, 2010, decreased reimbursement 
rates.) Legislation that mandates fluoridation for 
community water systems will help control caries, the 
most prevalent – and preventable – childhood disease. 
The Give Kids A Smile program is helping bring dental 
services to those children in need. The federal government 
is addressing the access problem through FQHCs (federally 
qualified health clinics). Efforts by individual dentists to 

provide dental treatment in schools has greatly enhanced 
access to care for children unable to receive treatment 
at a brick and mortar dental office. Unfortunately, the 
mobile/portable dentistry issue has also generated a great 
deal of controversy. 

In recent years, no issue that has come before the Board 
has generated more interest and controversy. Although rules 
governing mobile dentistry had been in place for several 
years, the legislature has directed us to revisit this topic. 
We have received input from individual dentists, LDA 
representatives, school principals, school nurses, teachers, 
lobbyists, representatives of FQHCs, the Department of 
Health and Hospitals and, most recently, the Federal Trade 
Commission. We have reviewed legislation that other states 
have enacted to address this subject and we have revised and 
re-revised our pre-existing rules.

One of the main points of contention involves the 
manner in which parental involvement/informed consent 
should be handled. Few would argue that ideal dental 
care is best achieved with a long-term relationship in a 
“dental home”, beginning early in life with close parental 
guidance. Unfortunately, for far too many children, this 
scenario will never be realized. The parental involvement 
and dental care that you and I experienced does not exist 
for a large segment of our population. For many children, 
it comes down to school-based and/or mobile dental care 
or no dental care at all.

The Louisiana State Board of Dentistry exists for the 
sole purpose of protecting the interests of our citizens. 
When considering this issue we must ask ourselves, “What 
is best for the children?” I can assure you, we will act in 
the best interests of the children.

 God bless the children, for in this world they have no 
choice, they have no voice – but we have a choice, and we 
are their voice.

*The Carpenters, 1972

1  Department of Health and Hospitals Oral Health Program presentation, December 
2009; “State of the State – Snapshot of Oral Disease Status” – Louisiana Oral 
health Program – Rishu Garg, M.D., MPH, oral health program epidemiologist.

2  Information captured on Nov. 19, 2009 using the Department of Health and 
Hospitals, Office of Management and Finance, Bureau of Health Services 
Financing, Medicaid Provider Locator at http://www.lmmis.com/provweb1/
provider_demographics/provider_map.aspx. DHH defines an “active” provider 
as “one that has received at least one paid visit within the last six months.” 
Oral Health Program DHH/ Office of Public Health FFY 07/08 (10/01/2007-
09/30/2008)
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“ Bless the beasts and the children  
For in this world they have no choice  
They have no voice”*



You take care of the patients.
We take care of the business.

For more information:
Office of Doctor Recruitment
405-707-6110
www.oceandental.net
Chad Hoecker, DDS (General Dentist)

• Full-time positions available in Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas
• Part-time opportunities available in all locations
• Generous Benefit plan
• Knowledgeable, professional and experienced support staff
• $2,500 bonus for referring a doctor
• Unlimited Earning Potential  $

ARKANSAS • INDIANA • IOWA • KENTUCKY • LOUISIANA • OHIO • OKLAHOMA • TEXAS

(Fill in the blank and give us a call)



UCLA certified in Captek Technology!

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Serving the Dental Profession for over 40 years!
1842 Barton Dr., Shreveport, LA 71107 (318) 424-7735 (800) 551-8157

™

Who Dat Nation Supports United Way
 
Dr. Ray Unland, Jr. 
President, Louisiana Foundation of Dentistry for the Handicapped

United Way (UW) of Greater New Orleans is 
having its fundraising campaign. Unless something 
changes, the campaign is expected to fall short of its 
goal by $500,000.

One of the many charities that UW supports is 
Louisiana Foundation of Dentistry of the Handicapped 
(LFDH). Without UW support, LFDH would have 
completely closed its doors for 
several years when our other 
funding sources (State of 
Louisiana) were not available. 
UW has supported us every 
year since we became a UW 
agency in 1988.

Please consider joining me 
in making a contribution to 
United Way. For the month 
of March, every $50 in 
donations will entitle you to a 
chance for a George Rodrigue 
print of the famous Blue Dog 

with Drew Brees. These prints will 
have signatures of Drew Brees and 
George Rodrigue and three will be 
given away. It is surely going to be 
a collector’s item.

Giving is easy: You can 
donate by phone by calling 
(504) 827-6814. You can 
log into the United Way Web site at www.
unitedwaynola.org <http://www.unitedwaynola.org>  
where you will find a link on the front page. You can 
also snail mail checks to:

United Way for the Greater New Orleans Area
ATTN: March to the Finish
2515 Canal St., New Orleans, LA 70119 
[please make checks payable to United Way for the 
Greater New Orleans Area]

Your contribution to UW DOES make a difference. 
Thank you for your support. Feel free to contact me 
if you have any questions at rayinno@yahoo.com.
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Tarver Receives NELDA’s Distinguished  
Service Award

On January 7, 2010, at Northeast Louisiana Dental 
Association’s officer installation banquet, Dr. Les 
Tarver was presented with NELDA’s Distinguished 
Service Award.

Established in 1996, the award recognizes 
members that have distinguished themselves 
through exceptional devotion to their family, their 
community, and their profession. These NELDA 
members are known for fostering the highest moral 
and ethical principles and they serve as role models 
with true regard for fellow practitioners.

To be nominated and ultimately chosen for this 
award, Dr. Tarver’s peers acknowledged that he has 
always demonstrated honest desire to serve patients 
to the best of his abilities, he has always made himself 
available to help others in need, and his friends and 
neighbors call him doctor out of genuine respect.

Dr. Ralph King also presented Dr. Tarver with 
his American College of Dentists certificate during 
this banquet. 

Hand Serves as President of the Southwest 
Academy of Restorative Dentistry

Dr. Larry Hand served as the 2009 president of 
the Southwest Academy of Restorative Dentistry. 
The academy, which represents a region including 
five states (Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma 
and New Mexico) promotes excellence in restorative 
dentistry and its membership is by invitation only. 

Dr. Hand is a graduate of the 
LSU School of Dentistry. He is a 
past president of the Northwest 
Dental Association, as well as a 
member of the American Academy 
of Restorative Dentistry and 
the International Academy of 
Gnathology.

Dubroc Receives NODA’s 
2009 Honor Dentist Award

On March 6, 2010, at the New Orleans Dental 
Association President’s Installation 
Banquet, Dr. Glenn Dubroc will 
become the youngest member 
of NODA to ever receive the 
association’s Honor Dentist 
Award. The award was first given 
to Dr. F. Harold Wirth in 1982. 

Dr. Dubroc is an associate 
professor in the Department 

of Orthodontics at LSU, where he has taught 
orthodontic residents for the past 14 years. He also 
maintains a private practice limited to orthodontics in 
Lakeview.

His service to organized dentistry has been far too 
varied to be able to list everything, however, to name 
a few of his positions, Dr. Dubroc was the 2007 
chair of the New Orleans Dental Conference and 
LDA Annual Session, the 2003 president of NODA 
and is currently the chair of the LDA’s Council on 
Membership and Dental Practice.

McCabe Elected President of LSBD
Charles McCabe, D.M.D., has been elected 

president of the Louisiana State 
Board of Dentistry, the licensing 
board for the 2,493 dentists 
and 2,016 dental hygienists 
practicing in Louisiana. This will 
be his second term as president 
of the board. This year marks 
his 14th year of service on the 
board, during which he was 

active in formulating legislation to regulate oral 
conscious sedation.

(From left) Dr. Tim Perry, Dr. Les Tarver and Dr. Ralph King.
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Dr. McCabe is an associate professor in the 
Department of Periodontics at the LSU School of 
Dentistry. He has been affiliated with the school since 
1982. He received his D.M.D. from the University of 
Pittsburgh in 1976 and completed specialty training 
in periodontics at the Boston University School of 
Graduate Dentistry in 1980. In 1995, he became a 
diplomat of the American Board of Periodontology. 
He is also a member of the Pierre Fauchard 
Academy. He maintains a private practice limited to 
periodontics in suburban New Orleans. 

Governor Bobby Jindal Announces the 
Reappointment of Dr. Lynn Philippe to the 
Louisiana State Board of Dentistry

Governor Bobby Jindal announced the 
reappointment of Dr. Lynn Philippe to the Louisiana 
State Board of Dentistry. Philippe is a dentist and 
oral and maxillofacial surgeon. He was nominated 
for reappointment by the Louisiana State Board 
of Dentistry to serve as a representative of the 8th 
Dental District, as required by statute.

Ritchie Named Director of Admissions at LSUSD
Dr. John Ritchie has been 

chosen director of admissions 
for the LSU School of Dentistry. 
He succeeds Dr. Jim Weir who 
retired in December. He has been 
a member of the LSUSD faculty 
since 1981 and was promoted to 
associate professor in 1986. From 
1989 to 1995, he was director 

of the General Dentistry Residency program. From 
1995 to 2006, he was chairman of the Department of 
General Dentistry. Since 2006, Dr. Ritchie has been 
director of diversity and minority affairs.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, he played 
a vital role in developing a network of community 
dentists to provide clinical training for fourth-year 
students. For the last 26 years, he has had a private 
practice in the LSUHSC School of Dentistry Faculty 
Dental Practice.

PRACTICE AND OFFICE FOR SALE. Patient ready, 42 
year old practice with over 6K records. Very roomy office 
with outdoor building. Two operatories, 2 restrooms, 
x-ray room, dark room. Fully stocked lab/kitchen: 
microwave, cook top, ice box/freezer and pelton crane 
compressor. Table top copier. Inquiries should be mailed 
to: Office, P.O. Box 128, Opelousas, LA 70570. 

GONE FISHING: Hang your sign and take to the 
waterways. With our revolutionizing BleachBright 
teeth whitening system you do not have to supervise, 
no damning, no preparations. Your staff collects the 
$99.00 to $149.00 and you pay $15.00 for a cosmetic 
teeth whitening kit that will provide results 2 - 8 shades 
brighter, no sensitivity, and in only 15 minutes. Why 
wait, see us today at www.bleachbright.com. 

JUST KIDS DENTAL, a General Dentistry practice for 
children is offering a Fulltime Position in New Orleans. 
We have a state-of-the-art facility designed with kids 
in mind. We offer a competitive salary and production 
bonus with full benefits. We are an approved National 
Health Service Corp. location and can assist with 

applying for Student Loan Repayment Plan. For more 
information, call Dr. Billy Hall at (225) 330-6622 or 
e-mail at bhall@justkids-dental.com. Please see our Web 
site at www.justkids-dental.com.
 

ASSOCIATE DENTISTS - FULL TIME 
OPPORTUNITIES THROUGHOUT LOUISIANA IN 
MONROE, SHREVEPORT, LAKE CHARLES AND 
LAFAYETTE.

Job Description: Invest in Yourself! Kool Smiles is a 
general dentistry group that is providing kids and their 
parents in underserved communities with the dental care 
they desperately need. As a dentist, you get to focus on 
taking care of your patients, while we take care of the 
business itself! Our offices are brand new and equipped 
with modern technology such as digital x-rays and 
electronic dental records. 

Kool Smiles now offers:

• Full & Part Time Opportunities Coming Soon in 
Monroe, Shreveport, Lake Charles and Lafayette

• Up to $25K Sign On Bonus plus Relocation Available
• Earn production-based compensation (top 20% of our 

doctors earn $300K+ , top 50% average $230K+ )
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Classified Advertising Online
Go to www.ladental.org and click on the 

Classified Advertising link.
For all classified advertising, payment is required in advance and ads will be 
placed on the LDA Web site on the next possible business day after payment 
is received. Make checks payable to the Journal of the Louisiana Dental 
Association. Placement of a classified ad up to 30 words is $30 for LDA 
members and $50 for non-LDA members. For each additional word, LDA 
members pay $0.15 and non-LDA members pay $0.30. Ads will remain on the 
LDA Web site for three months and will appear in one issue of the LDA Journal.

For more information or to place a classified ad, contact Dr. William Hall 
at (318) 865-1469 or dr802@bellsouth.net or LDA Journal Managing Editor 
Annette Droddy at (225) 926-1986 or info@ladental.org.

• Accumulate over $1Million through our innovative 
Wealth Management Program - exclusively for our 
dentists only! 

• Health, dental and vision insurance 
• 100% coverage of malpractice insurance 
• Paid vacation & holidays 
• Continuing education reimbursements 
• Company paid life insurance 
• 100% coverage long term/short term disability 
• Visa and permanent residency sponsorship with 

covered legal fees 
• No buy-in required, no lab fees 

Requirements: All candidates must have a degree in 
dentistry from an accredited dental program. In addition, 
candidates must have a current, valid license to practice 
dentistry in the state where providing patient care 
(License must be in good standing) or be willing and able 
to obtain licensure.

Contact: Kool Smiles, Renee Baron, Phone#: (770) 916-
7045, Fax#: (678) 247-7801, Email Address: rbaron@
ncdrllc.com, Web Site: www.koolsmilespc.com

Company Description: Kool Smiles, General Dentistry 
for Kids and Parents, is a growing group practice 
dedicated to providing access to quality dentistry across 
the country. We provide comprehensive dental care 
and accept most insurance plans including Medicaid 
and State Children’s Health Insurance plans (SCHIP). 
Currently we have offices and opportunities in AZ, AR, 
CT, DC, GA, IN, KY, LA, MA, MD, MS, NM, SC, TX, VA, 
and WA.

Kool Smiles opened in 2002 with the clear mission to 
provide urgently needed care for underserved kids living 
in our community. Over the past few years, we have 
continued our mission and are serving 75+ locations 
in 15 states. Many of our patients would not receive 
care without the efforts of Kool Smiles professionals. 
To continue this mission, we are looking for qualified, 
energetic dentists who share this vision and want to 
make a difference in the lives of their patients. 

SHREVEPORT - Office space for lease, 2,000 sq. ft. 
located in a two story office building that has a large 
medical clinic in it. Four treatment rooms, consultation 
room, break room, and private office. Networked 
throughout and plumbed for N2O in three treatment 
rooms. Daylight lights throughout. All dental equipment 
and office furniture is in place and is modern, attractive, 
and functional. Equipment and furniture is for sale for 
$30,000. (318) 797-1550.

SIEMENS OP -10 combination pan/ceph unit. Mint 
condition! Ready to be moved. $3,000 or best offer. 
Contact Dr. Steve Sherman at (225) 769-1276.

Associate Dentist - full or part-time for a busy 
practice in Bogalusa, LA. An associate will have plenty 
of opportunity to do RCT, EXT, crowns and all other 
aspects of general dentistry. Contact Dr. Gary Parker at 
(985) 735-7653. 
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For information on any of the following continuing education 
courses, please contact the course sponsor. To list your course in 
the next calendar, please contact the LDA office at (800) 388-6642, 
or (225) 926-1986 in Baton Rouge. Please also check our Web site 
for the most up-to-date listing of all LDA-sponsored continuing 
education events (www.ladental.org).

DATE:  March 26, 2010 
COURSE TITLE:  CDEBR: Golf and C.E. at The Bluffs
SPONSOR:  Continuing Dental Education of Baton Rouge 

(CDEBR). To register, contact Dr. Joey Porter 
(225) 291-9900 or go online at www.cdeofbr.
com

INSTRUCTOR:  Dean Henry Gremillion

DATE/TIME:  April 15, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.
COURSE TITLE:  Oral Pathology Update
LOCATION:  127 W. Broad Street, Lake Charles, La. 70601
SPONSOR:  SW LA District Dental Association, Dr. Peter 

Bayles, (337) 786-6221
CREDIT HOURS:  1, clinical, lecture
DESIGNED FOR:  General Dentist, Specialist
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Jim Weir
FEE:  Included with dues for SW members, others 

contact Dr. Bayles

DATE/TIME:  April 23, 2010 (registration at 8 a.m. and 
course at 8:30 a.m.)

COURSE TITLE:  A Six Step Plan to a Paperless Practice
LOCATION:  Clarion Hotel, 1419 E. 70th Street, Shreveport, 

La. 71105
SPONSOR:  ARK LA TEX ACADEMY OF DENTISTRY, 

806 Medical Circle Suite #200, Longview, 
Texas 75605, (903) 753-0337, fax: (903) 
236-4537, ADA CERP and AGD-PACE 
recognized provider. To register, contact Ronnie 
Hermes, (318) 688-2970 or rhermes14@aol.
com, or Clint Bruyere, (903) 753-0337 or 
clintbruyeredds@cablelynx.com. Download 
registration forms and additional information 
from the Web site at www.arklatexacademy.

com. 
CREDIT HOURS:  7, clinical, lecture
DESIGNED FOR:  all
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Lorne Lavine
FEE:  $245 for doctor nonmembers; $35 for staff
DATE/TIME:  April 30, 2010  (registration 8:00 a.m. and 

course begins at 8:30 a.m)
COURSE TITLE:  “Restore Your Confidence in Restoring Primary 

Teeth,” “If You Can’t Beat’em, Enjoy Them” 
(Behavior Management from a new Perspective)

LOCATION:  Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center, 346 Civic 
Center Blvd., Houma, LA  70360

SPONSOR:  Bayou District Dental Association, 1608 Polk 
Street, Houma, LA  70360, (985) 879-1972, 
fax (985) 879-4661, ADA CERP recognized 
provider

CREDIT HOURS:  6, clinical, lecture
DESIGNED FOR:  All
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Greg Psaltis
FEE:  $200 for doctor nonmembers; $70 for staff             

DATE:  May 21, 2010  
COURSE TITLE:  CDEBR: Restorative Dentistry
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Glen Dupont
CREDIT:  7, clinical, lecture
SPONSOR:  Continuing Dental Education of Baton Rouge 

(CDEBR). To register, contact Dr. Joey Porter 
(225) 291-9900 or go online at www.cdeofbr.
com.

DATE:  July 6-8, 2010 (AGD House of Delegates) and 
July 8-11, 2010 (Annual Meeting)

COURSE TITLE:  Academy of General Dentistry (AGD) 2010 
Annual Meeting & Exhibits 

LOCATION:  New Orleans, LA
SPONSOR:  Academy of General Dentistry (AGD), 211 East 

Chicago Ave., Ste. 900, Chicago, IL 60611.  
Register at www.agd.org/neworleans or call 
(888) AGD-DENT, extension 4339. AGD-PACE 
recognized provider.

DESIGNED FOR:  All

New Orleans Dental Conference and LDA Annual Session

April 8 - 10, 2010, New Orleans Morial Convention Center, 
New Orleans, LA. We look forward to seeing all of you in the 
Crescent City! For more information, call (504) 834-6449 or 
visit www.nodc.org.

LDA Fishing Rodeo

July 16-17, 2010, Sand Dollar Marina, Grand Isle, LA

LDA Summer Education Conference

Wednesday - Saturday, July 28 - 31, 2010, Tops’l Beach and 
Racquet Resort. Call (800) 380-4808 to reserve your condo.

Dentists’ Day at the Legislature

April 21, 2 p.m. for briefings, 5:30 p.m. for reception. Call 
(800) 388-6642 or visit www.ladental.org to register.

38 LDA Journal

LDAc.e. and lda events calendar



2010 Course Schedule
(For an up-to-date list, go to www.lsusdce.org)

ehodge@lsuhsc.edu kmarte@lsuhsc.edu www.lsusdce.org

www.ada.org/goto/cerp

COURSE# DATE/CITY COURSE NAME, LOCATION, & AGD SUBJECT CODE FEES HOURS
LECT/PARTIC
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We are truly living in the age of instant 
communication. I recently purchased a smart 

cell phone and have enjoyed downloading and using 
the multitude of applications (programs) that are 
available over the wireless network 
and Internet. 

People are truly impressed when 
you tell them about the weather this 
morning in Hong Kong or something 
really useful like the artist’s name that 
is singing a song on the elevator you 
happen to be in.

We dentists need more specific 
applications that could be useful in 
our everyday lives. Here are 10 that I 
would like to see:

1. Who the Heck are You?: If I 
happen to be out and about and run into a patient 
and can’t remember his/her name, I want to be 
able to discreetly hold my phone up and let it scan 
them and presto... “Why Mrs. Shlotzblat, so good 
to see you...”

2. I Want to Eat Chocolate!: This is not specific 
to dentists, but would be my personal favorite. 
This GPS ap would let you quickly find a discreet 
eatery between your office and home that is serving 
anything chocolate that evening. You could slip in 
and out without your spouse finding out.

3. Will He Pay His Bill?: A self explanatory 
application that would give you a thumbs up or 
down after scanning the patient’s brain and bank 
account.

4. Will I Pass This Test?: Best for dental students, 
or any student really. A quick scan of your head 
would quickly tell you if you are truly prepared 
for the big exam.

5. Am I Gonna Hurt You Dude?: Especially good 
for those apprehensive patients. A quick oral 
and body scan would reveal whether or not your 
anesthetic will be successful for this procedure. 

This could quickly lead into the next application.
6. Time to Refer You Outahere: Would quickly 

allow you to pull up a list of specialists in order 
of like to dislike, and make a recommendation of 

where to send this patient.
7.  Are You Really My Patient?: How 

many times have you been called 
on a weekend by someone claiming 
to be your patient and you saw 
them only three months ago and 
they are now dying of pain. This 
program searches through your 
patient database while you are 
listening to them and would let you 
know if they are a patient of record, 
pay their bills, timely appointments, 
etc. 

8. Composite Lightsword: If you are in the middle 
of completing some composite restorations and 
the electricity goes out, you could pull out your 
smartphone and cure them using this program 
that causes the phone screen to become an intense 
light beam. This could also be used to discourage 
those pesky drivers who follow too closely on 
your rear bumper.

9. Fire or Hire: While interviewing a prospective 
employee, this would allow your phone to also 
evaluate them and let you know if they would be 
an asset or liability. Would also be helpful during 
the dreaded employee ‘I need a raise speech.’ The 
phone would automatically ring during this and 
would thus give you a way to excuse yourself 
from the room and out the door.

10. ????? Ok, I had all 10 of these written down at 
home, but when I called using my new phone, I 
was dropped and lost the call, so I didn’t get this 
one in time to write it in here. I think it was the 
Colonoscopy ap.... no maybe it was: Is It a Good 
Day to Go to the Office? ap, … no, that wasn’t it. 
Geez, now my phone battery is dead....

David Austin
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An endorsed service of the Louisiana
Dental Association.

The Louisiana Dental Association (LDA) now

provides the endorsed services of Office Depot,

of fering LDA members a 6% discount of f your

already discounted prices.

This discount applies on purchases you make at any Office Depot

store or when ordering from the internet, over the phone or by

faxing in an order.

Endorsement discount does not include electronics.

For special pricing on furniture, call Christy

Copeland at 800.568.0333 ext. 642.

Sign up and start saving!

For more information or to set up your account,
contact Kim Evans at 800.568.0333 ext. 520. 50

7-
06

Take a bite out of your 
office supply expenses!
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